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of this wide union that will not heartily rejoice with 
every Marylander, upon the auspicious cesult of the 
spirited and patriotic efforts of the state to meet her 
Casting 
our eyes rapidly over Governor Pratt’s message to the 
Jegislature, with a view of selecting those parts of it 
which might be of such general interest as to demand 
an insertion in the National Register at the moment 
that public documents are so crowded upon our 
space, we found it harcly admitted of abbreviations. 


obligations and resume her wonted credit. 


The luminous and gratifying account given in the 
message, of the financial affairs of the state is inter- 
esting far beyond the limits of Maryland. No state 
in this union, according to her means, was surround- 
ed with more embarrassments or had greater difficul 
ties to encounter in recovering from those embarrass- 
ments, than the state of Maryland. Not one. The 
peopLe of the state have never hesitated as to their 
course. Their nstructi-ns to their legislators have 
been imperative and were repeated over and over in 
uch emphatic terms, that obedience was the only 
alternative. Repudiation was scouted from cvery 
county and from almost every husting and at every 
The people demanded the passage 
of whatever laws were necessary to-retrieve the 
tanding of the good old state of Maryland. Her 
egisiators obeyed, and right roundly taxed their ve- 
y people. The people approved, session after ses- 
jon'the levy made, and if not enough, calied for 
more taxes, that Maryland might be herself azain.— 
overnor Prarr was elected by the popular voice, 
$ the execulive officer to give those laws full force 
nd efficacy. Maryland was never blessed with a 
nore energetic and vigilant governor. He was ex. 
etly the man for the occasion. All the energies of 
is vigorous and sagacious mind were devoted to the 
casion. The result is gratifying to every well 


uly a proud triuinph. 

Maryland credit was retrieved whilst all her em- 
arrassments were hanging upon her at their hea- 
lest. Her public works unfinished, unproductive, 
nd without the means of progressing with theai,— 
hose works are now in progress or prospect of 
bmpletion,—and with a fair promise that when com- 
eted they will not only relieve the people from the 
Xes which become necessary, but be sources of 
ge revenue, 

The National Intelligencer in an editorial article 
“phe. (0 Gov. Pratt’s message, says: 

be te lo the state of Maryland, und it is parti- 
. soe lo her retiring governor, that we should 
A sbes we do to-day, to so much of his mes- 
sg , the results of the prevalence of whiz 
gh ny unswerving integrity in the adininis- 
Pe, e goveroment of Maryland during the 

years. 


A age with sincere gladness at the elevated 
‘seme eee the state of Maryland now stands, 
Shee eas disenthralled from ail imputations 
os beg or her regard for the sacred obliga- 
rN ag faith. Heavy burdened with debt by 
ugh it me pore more liberal than provident— 
rality-—ab Sunes appear to have been a wise 
ba placed as by firm resolves and vigorous ef- 
of bee a IN @ position to ensure the res- 
* er states aud even of her foreign cre- 
ore indebted in proportion to her popula- 
sources than any other state of the uulon, 
own that, where an honest sentiment ant- 
tata and their pubhe servants, it is possi- 
Yerauce to overcome the most appalling 


n and re 

a8 sh 
nes q pe 
by per 


‘Cles, 


h ° 
Ompline ement the state of Maryland has 
‘ed, to her true honor and unfading glory. 


AR ; 

ieheh ne Obicers of the Maryland legislature.— 

clerk: M chiet clerk; Junn N. Watkins, assis- 
»“essrs. Wolman, J. Gibson, and Joseph 


or On comm) 
Messenger, mittee clerks; and Mr. Andrew Si- 


the h 
Rees. Gar delegates the vote for William J. 


4 bi, > whig nominee for speaker, was 57 
' clart, Pa corge G. Brewer was reappointed 
eant a dead ee reading clerk; Wm. Cine, 
essrs. Rider. dag Joseph M. Ebverts, doorkeep- 





and 1847, is thus stated: 
Of the loan of ’46. Loan $10,000,000 00 
Stock issued 

in 46 $4,999,149 45 
Steek issued 

in’47 2,096,100 00 
Treas. notes 

outsand’g 1,255,150 00 8,351,099 45 
Of the loan of °47. Loan $23,000,000 00 
Stock issued 4,339,856 


Notes outstan- 
14,023,750 18,563,606 4,636,394 00 





ding 


Money matrers.—The amount available on the 
first December, 1847, of the U. States loans of 1846 


1,649,900 56 





Treasury Department, 
Reg’s. Office, Dec 1, 1847. 
(Signed) DANIEL GRAHAM, Reg. 


register of the Uuited States treasury, shows that the 


Tue Capito. —The Washington Whig says:— 
| The speaker is about to #bate one great nuisance in 
' thecapitol, which should never have been countenanc- 
|ed in that building, the restaurant attached to the 
house. Violent and disgraceful scenes have frequent- 





happened but for this resort. 
tled to the approbation of all who respect the propri- 
ety and honor of congress for his decision and firm- 
ness in this matter. It is also due to Mr. Dailas to 
say that he issued orders some time back, to have the 
restaurant attached to the senate removed. On the 
first of January congress will begin its legislation 
free from the disgusting odors of these dram-shops 
and their attendants. 

| British MOvEMENTS IN CentraL America.—We 
understand that the British government, under certain 
pretexts, has seized upon St. Juan de Nicaragua, 
a town situated at the mouth of the river of Nicara- 
gua, which flows from the lake of that name, into the 
Atlantic. This town is clammed by the government 
of Gautemala, in opposition to the British. 

This act of the British government in that quarter 
of the world may have been precipitated by the pos- 
session of the United States. At all envents, the au- 
thorities of Guatemala, or Central America, have en- 
tered into an important correspondence with our go- 
vernment at Washington upon this subject, and we 
have every reason to believe that the American go- 
vernment is determined to stand firmly upon the 
ground taken by Mr. Monroe in his message of 1817, 
and subsequently reiterated by Mr. Polk, not to per- 
mit any European government to make any more colo- 
nial settlements upon this continent. 

About a year ago we learned in Paris that an indi- 
vidual who had obtained from the Mexican govern- 
ment some time previous a charter to construct a ca- 
nal or railroad through the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, 
had made application to Lord Aberdeen for the pur- 
pose of obtaining the assistance of the British gov- 
ernment in carrying out the project. Lord Aberdeen, 
however, declined to act in the matter, alleging that 
in the opening of railroad or steamboat communica- 
tion across the Isthmus, uniting the Gulf of Mexico 
with the Pacific ocean, would bring about a revolu- 
tion in the commercial intercourse of Europe with 
Asia, and particularly with China, which in the end 
would result more to the benefit of the United States 
than of Europe from their natural position and lo- 
cality. 

After this refusal by the British government, an 
application was next made to the governmezt of 
Louis Phillippe. This, however, met with the same 


$6,285,294 55 


An official statement signed by Daniel Graham, | 


‘ ~_— 
{ 


7 | 
expenditures of the government for the first quarter | * npc Napliice got = Wr. 
of the present fiscal year were eighteen and a half mil- ve pas Seanry Clay. al te te ee Se 


lions, or at the rate of seventy four millions per annum. | though it be by the distinguished au'hor. 


ly occurred on the floor, which would never have | 


. é ° j C j “J t ly > § > “ty. 
Mr. Winthrop is enti- | ™tves to me for the delivery of the speech 


ATR AAR LT UE 


ments of Europe. Since the above transaction, Lord 
Palmerston has succeeded to the office held by Lord 
Aberdeen, and it is well known that he possesses 


sor. We have now every reason to believe, that 


to take and keep possession of Mexico, if they 
choose, he is, as a counterpoise, extremely anx- 
ious to get possession of all the places adjoin- 
ing lake Nicaragua, which may be necessary for the 
purpose, in order to be able to establish a communi- 
cation between the Pacific and Atlantic oceans, which 
shall be entirely under the control of the British go- 
vernment. 

This is a probable explanation of the occupation 
of the above town, which commands the lake of Ni- 
caragua. We shall, however, know more about t 
soon, as the government of Central America has e1 - 
tered into communication upon the subject with our 
government, which will be prepared to act, and to 
present the matter to congress, in a very short time. 
[.V. Y. Herald. 





Lerrer From Mr. Cuay. Extract from a letter of 


irginia, which he presumes to pub'ish, unauthorized 


{Alexandria Gaz. 


| “T have this moment perused an able pamphlet from 


the pen of Mr. Gallatin, in which, witho | any cone-rt 
between us, J find that he takes similar positions to 
those which I had previously occupied. He fortifi-s 


;them by a striking array of facts and powerful arg :- 


ments. 

“Tam pot surprised at the imputation of unwortliy 
That h iS 
been so long my fortune that I shonid have been sur- 
prised if it had n.t been made. Will they cherge M-. 
Gallatin, in the publication of his pamplilet, with bei: g 
actuated by the de ire to attain the presidency? These 
Is as much ground in the one case as in the other.” 


AraBaMaA. Governor Martin, of Alabama. in his late 
message to the levislature, represents the affairs of the 
state to be in a thriving condition. He urges the policy 
of paying off the foreign debt as early as possible, and 
recommends the establishment of a bank at the seat of 
government. Direct texation he urges as the future po- 
licy of the state to enable her to get clear of debt. 


Gen. Suieips was received at Columbia, 8.C., 
on the 15th ult., with great enthusiasm. ‘The mili- 
tary and citizens met him at the depot and escortcd 
him into town, where he made aspeech. He wis 
to be received by the legislature, in form, on the 
16ih ult. On December 31st, he partook of a din- 
ner tendered to him and Gen. Quitman, by the citi- 
zens of Washington. 

MEXICAN POPULATION AND RESOURCES —The New 
York Herald gives us the following statistics: 

The population and wealth of Mexico are now 
greater than at the close of the 18th century. Ac- 





cording to the best authorities, the inhabitants were 
classed as follows: 
POPULATION OF MEXICO—1793 anv 1842. 
1793. 1842. 
2,319,741 4,500,000 


7,904 4 900,000 


677.458 
1,478,426 1,515,500 
Total, 4,483,529 7,015,309 
The last estimate was that made by the govern- 
ment. Of the seven millions, occupying Mexico, 
only about 80,000,of all classes, except whites, can 
read and write; of the 100.000 whites, one half are 
males, and of these, the highest estimates make 
only one filth able to read and write; of a population 
of 7,000,000, there are only 100,000 who are in any 
respect fitted to take part in public affairs, and this 
suiall class, comparatively, are directed hy a few 
military men, who are continually involved in some 
revolutionary movement. 
The revenues derived from Mexico by the old 
governments were large. The average of five years 
from 1763 to 1768, was 6,169,964 piastres; from 1767 
to 1769 an average of 12,000,000; 1777 to 1779, an 
average of 14 500,000; 1780 to 1785, 18 176,479; in 


Indians 

Enropeans 

W hite Creoles 

Mestizos and other castes 








Jackson, Gall } 
inder P. » Galloway, Gootee, and 
Vol. mn ee a Clerks. 


success, for the French government has the least en- 


18U2 the revenue was 20,000,000 piastres. The 


terprise, beyond its own limits, of all the govern- 


much greater enterprise and energy than his predeces- 


tsince he is willing quietly to permit the United Sta eg 
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principal sources of revenue were from the mines, 
(which in 1793 produced a revenue to the government 
of 5,500 009 piastres) and from the manufacture of 
tobacco. These two sources were the most impor- 
tant, and gave about half the revenue. We annex 
a very curious table, showing the sources and amount 
of revenue at two periods. If the progress of popu- 
lation and public prosperity was so great at thal 
time, what can we expect in this aze, when a new 
race is exerting its energies to increase and develope 
every source of revenue: 
COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF THF REVENUE OF MEXICO. 
1746. 1803. 
Source of revenue. Peasives. Piastres. 
Duties un the proceeds of mine-7 "0.000 = 3,516,000) 
Mint 3 °7 500 1.500,000 | 
Alcavala 421.874 3,200,000 
Almaxarifuygo 473 333 500,000 
Ine jan capitation tax 650 000 1,200,000 | 
Cruyada 150.000 270,000 | 
Meuia Anata 49 000 100,000 
Duty on agave juice 161.000 800,000 
Duty on cards 70,000 120,000 | 
Stomps 41,000 80,000 | 
Sale of snow 15,522 26,000 | 
Sale of powder 71,500 145,000 
Cock fighting 21,100 45,000 
Total, 


3.381 830 11,502,000 


It will be perceived that the tobacco duty had not 
been levied in 1746. In 1802 the revenue from that 
tax amounted to 4.500,000 piasters. This revenue, 
it will be seen is independent of any income from 
customs; it 1s merely from a system of internal or 
direct taxation. We can form some idea from this 
of the revenue which can be derived from that coun- 
try, under a more economical and more energetic 
administration of the government. 

In 1841, the exports from Mexico amounted to 
$20,000,000 of which 18,500,000 were in specie, 
leaving but $1,500,000 for other articles. The im- 
ports for that year amounted to $12,300,000. The 
annexed statement shows the capitals of each state 
and territory, the population of each capital, and the 
production of each district. 

UNITED MEXICAN STATES. 
Population. Productions. 

185,000 “ 
5,000 * 
3,000 * 
5000 ‘ 
40000 * 
39.000 * 
76,000 ‘* 
5.000 * 
40,000 * 
25,000 ** 
36000 * 

65,000 *“ 


20.000 ‘* 
23,000 ‘ 
15,000 * 
6,000 ‘ 
Durango 25,000 * 
Monclova 6,000 * 
Villa del Fuerte 30,000 *“ 
Chihuahua 4,00 “ 
Santa Fe 5,000 * 
Loretto 20,000 ** Corn, wine and pearls 
Monterey 2500 ‘ Corn, wine and pearls. 
The principal products are gold and silver, and they 
form the basis of the wealth and industry of the peo- 
ple, aud the source of revenue to the government. 





Capitals. 
Mexico 
Merida 
Chiapa 
Tobasco 
Oaxaca 
Jalapa 
Puebla 
Tlalpan 
Queretaro 
Vailadolid 
Guanaxuato 
Guadalaxara 


San Luis 

Zacatecas 
Monterey 
Aguayo 


Dye woods, &c. 

Indigo, &e. 

Wheat and tobacco 

Wheat, maize, &c. 

Wheat and tobacco. 

Wheat and tobacco 

Gold, silver and coin 

Gold and silver 

Gold, silver and sugar 

Gold and silver 

Corn, cochineal, maize 
&e. 

Gold and silver 

Gold and silver 

Gold and silver 


Gold and silver 

Gold and silver 

Gold and silver 

Gold, silver, pearls &. 
Gold, silver, iron &c. 


Tosacco.—We copy the subjuined extract of a Jet 
ter from an American now travelling in Europe, 
from the Washington Union. It contains information 
of importance to those engaged in the growing of to- 
bacco: 

Schwerin, Germany, Oct. 20,1847. 

* # ® IT should acquaint you with the existing 
tare established by the German customs Union upon 
tobacco imported in hogsheads, and rice in lierces, as 
1 ascertained it to be upon the frontiers of the duchy 


are to hold 1,000 Ibs. of tobacco, 120 lbs. This, if 
the wood be good, would ensure sufficient streneth. 

The Zoll Verein imported, during the year 1846, 
20,000 hogsheads of tobacco and stems. If, there- 
fore a duty of 20 per cent. instead of 12 was realized 
for tare. our staple was then taxed unnecessarily 
$77.371 75. 

The tere on rice, in tierces, entering the states of 
the Zoll Verein, is 13 per cent. It is to the interest 
of the producers of rice in the United States to be 
careful that there should be ro excess of tare beyond 
this. inasmuch as they have a formidable competitor 
in Holland in the German markets. The Java rice 
is all imported in bags, upon which a tare of 4 per 
cent is allowed in the Zoll Verein. This the Dutch, 
with their habitual good econo.ny, avoid exceeding. 


OREGON. 
Document from the department of state accompanying 
the message. 
Department of State, 
Washington City, March 29, 1847. 

Sir: On the eve of your departure from Oregon 
the president has instructed me to communicate to 
you his views in regard to that territory, so that you 
may make them known to its inhabitants. He deems 
you a suitable agent for this purpose, as you are 
now an officer of the United States, having been com- 
missioned deputy postmaster at Astoria. 

The president deeply regrets that congress did not, 
at their late session, enact a law establishing a terri- 
torial government in Oregon. A bill for this pur- 
pose passed the house of representatives on the 16th 
January last, by a vote of 133 to 36. It failed in 
the senate, not, as I am firmly convinced, from any 
want of disposition on the part of the «majority to 
provide a government for that interesting purtion of 
the republic; but because other urgent and impor- 
tant business connected with the Mexican war did 
not allow the necessary time, before the close of 
their short session, to discuss and perfect its details. 
For this reason alone it was laid upon the table on 
ihe day congress finally adjourned. 

It is the intention of the president, in his message 
to congress in December next, to reiterate the re- 
commendations in regard to Oregon contained in 
his last annual message. No doubt is entertained 
that congress will, at an early period after their 
meeting, create a territorial government for Ore- 
gon; extend over it our Jaws relating to trade and 
intercourse with the Indian trihes, establish custom- 
houses, and make liberal grants of Jand to those 
vold and patriotic pioneers who, amidst great priva 
tions and dangers, have established their settlement. 
upon the soil. 

An earnest of this is aflorded by the recent act 
carrying into eflect the recommendations of the pre- 
sidept so far as regards the eXtension of our post 
office laws and the grant of mail facilities to our 
fellow-citizens in Oregon. This will appear from 
a certified copy, now furnished to you, of part of 
the first section, and of the second, sixth, and se- 
venth sections of the act, approved 3d March, 1847, 
**to establish certain post routes and for other pur- 
poses.*’? |] am authorized by the postmusier general 
to assure you that all the provisions contained in 
these sections will be carried into effect with as 
little delay as possible. 


Thus you will perceive that the means have alrea- 
dy been provided for the conveyance of public in- 
formation and private correspondence amongst our 
citizens in Oregon themselves, and between them 
and the citizens of our siates and territories east of 
the Rocky Mountains. 

Besides, the late congress, at their first session, by 
the act of 19th May, 1846, provided for raising a 
regiment of mounted riflemen for the express pur- 
pose of affording a secure passage through the inter- 
vening lodian territory to emigrants on theic way to 
Oiegon, and for the establishment of military posts 
along the route for their protection. 

The people of Oregon may rest‘assured that the 
government and people of the United Staies will 
never abandon them, or prove unmindful of their 
wellare. We have given a sufficient pledge of this 





of Brunswick, when journeying to this place a few 
days ago. 








determination by the zeal and firmness with which, 
throughout a quarter of a century, our just right to 


he tare on a hogshead of tobacco is 12 per cent. | that territory was steadfastly maintained against the 
If the hogsbead should weigh over 12 per cent. for | claims of Great Britain, until at last the question 


the quantity of tobacco contained in it, the additional | 


weight pays a duty al the rate of 5} Prussian thalers 

r zoll centner—equal to about $3 33 per i00 Ibs. 

ogstheads which contain 1,000 Ibs. tobacco, weigh, 
mn the aggregate. I have been told—some more and 
some less—200 ibs.; consequently 80 Ibs. of wood, or 
hogshead, pays tobacco duty amounting to $2 68 40- 
100 cents. 

This extra tax upon their staple product the plant- 
ers may avoid, by making their hogsheads uniformly 
of the same size—not lo exceed in weight, if they 


was finally adjusted between the two powers by the 
treaty of June, 1846. That treaty has secured to us 
the whole terruory on the conunent south of the 
parallel of 49°, and this we shali never abandon. 
We feel tte deepest interest in the prosperity of 
the people of Oregon. ‘T'heir brethren on this side 
of the Rocky Mountains regard them with affection 
and with hope. We can pereeive, in the not distaut 
future, one or more glorious states of this confedera- 
q springing into existence on the shores of the 
orthern Pacific—states composed of our own kin- 











dred—of a people speaking our own language 
verned by institutions similar to those which ¢ » 
ourown happiness, and extending the blessin 
religion, liberty, and Jaw over that vast reo; 
Their com merce and intercourse with the other g.,_ 
of the union will confer mutual benetits on q}) -_ 
ties concerned, and will bind them to us, anq te 
them, in bonds of reciprocal interest and affed; 
more durable than adamant. Science has Senna 
ed, and enterprise 1s now fast establishing, state 
intercommunication so rapid that at no distant g 
a journey from New York to Oregon will pe nd 
complished in less time than was once employed, 
travelling from that city to New Orleans, ang inn 
portant news will be communicated by telegraph 
with the velocity of lighting. Their foreign oom, 
merce with the west coast of America, with Asia 
and the Isles of the Pacific, will sail under the pro. 
tection of our common flag, and cannot fai! io bear 
back wealih in abundance to their shores. 

In the mean tine, we shall watch over theie 
growth with parental care. 

The president will direct our vessels of wary 
visit their ports and harbors as often as practicabj 
and to afford them all the protection which they raay 
require: and congress, | doubt not, will at its ney 
session provide for them a territorial COvernment 
suited to their wishes and their wants. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
JAMES BUCHANAN, 


Secretary of State, 


To Joun M. Snive ry, Esq. 

Appointed Deputy Postmaster, at Astoria, 
Oregon Territory, 

Decision IN A SLAVE Case. Wecopy below, frog 
the Charleston Globe, the legal opinion pronounced 
by Chief Justice Witson ana Mr. Justice Trear,a 
the October term of the circuit court of Cules cow 
ty, Lilinois. The opinion was written by Jug 
Wilson, and will be interesting to those who haw 
occasion to stop temporarily or permanently wih 
their slaves in that state: 

“Jane, a woman of color, and her four children, 
were brought before Chief Justice Wiison and th 
hon. Samuel H. Treat, associate justice of thew 
preme court of Illinois, on a writ of habeas corp 
to be released from imprisonment as runaway slave, 
claiming their freedom, which was resisted by Gen 
Robert Mateson, of Bourbon county, Kentucky, 
claiming said colored woman and children as bi 
slaves. 

“This cause was argued on behalf of the wom 
and children, by hon. O. B. Ficklin and C. H. 0 
stable, esq., and on the part of Gen, Mateson, byl 
F. Linder and A. Lincoln, esqrs. 

“Chief Justice Wilson delivered the followi 
written opinion: 

“It is admitted by council that Jane and her cil 
dren were the slaves of Gen. Mateson in the stale 
Kentucky, and that he brought them to Illinois. 
question submitted to the court is, whether, ust 
the circumstance of the case, Jane and her chilil 
have acquired their freedom, or, whether they# 
owe their services to Mateson, and are liable 0 
removed out of the state by him. 

‘*The depositions read in evidence contain me 
irrelevant matter, but they had the oral testi 
adduced, establishing the following facts, viz: thal 
1836, Gen. Mateson was a citizen of Kentucky, 
the owner of a farm and twenty odd negroes, 
the same year he came to Illinois, purchased 2! 
of land, and made a farm, which he has ever ® 
continued to cultivate; about half his time bas! 
spent here, since he first came to the state, bul 
always claimed to be a citizen of hentuchy, 
was, on one occasion, a candidate for the stslt 
nate fur Bourbon county, in said state, and al" 
voted there, except on two occasions, when 0 ™ 
and 1844 he voted for president and vice presided 
the state of Iliinois. Several times he brough!® 
of his negroes from Kentucky here, and after 
kept them upon his farm a few months, took ' 
back to Kentucky, and replaced them wilh 
In 1845 he brouzht Jane and her children 
slate; since then she has lived upon his farm " 
capacity of housekeeper. Mateson consed™ 
expressed the opinion of keeping his neg: 
but a short tame—aaid that he only stopped 
here until he could get ready to remove —_ 
farm in the western partof Kentucky. Jt! os 
to Gen. Mateson to say, that all the testimony 
him to be an extremely kind and indulgent nail 
and that he showed every disposition 10 $v?’ 
the result of an adjudication upon his claim: 
are substantially the facts of the case. 4 

‘It was argued with usual ability by al 
on both sides, and J regret that the press of 
will not allow me to present the positions @ 





and the arguments in their support. 
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“The abstract question of slavery affords a wide 

1 for discussion, but it is one which does not arise 
+ this case, nor are we called upon to express an 
fe: inion, either upon its morality or policy. It has 
oP rortunately existed from the earliest period of 
which we have any account, and even the philan- 
‘thropic spirit of the present age, which sets stronzly 
against it in one form, is often found tol:rant of it 
‘; another. For if cannot be diszuised that the 
joudest cries for emancipation, and the fiercest de- 
punciations against the slaveholder, are heard from 
the people of that nation, whose cupidity first plant- 
,g slavery upon our shores, in defiance of the pray- 
3 and protests of the colonies, and who now hold 
‘tenth of the human race in a state of bondage as 
ynerous as that of the African. 


“Zlavery is unquestionably to be deplored as a | 


reat evil in any form, and by none more than those 
who find it so interwoven with their political institu 
ons, that any rash and injudicious attempt to re 
nove it might endanger the whole structure. Tae 
»moval of this deforming feature from our fair and 
nappy form of government, would leave it almosi 
jthout a blemish; but until means can be devised 
which that can be done with safety and justice to 
| parties, it is the duty of every good citizen to 
onform to the constitution and the laws of the 
nited States, as they exist; and the courts, by car- 
ying them into effect, in the spirit which they were 
dopted, will show a due respect to the institutions 
f our sister states, and al the same time vindicate 
hose of our own. 


“According to the principles of the common law, 
nd also of the law of nations, no obligation is im- 
sed upon a suvereignty, or the citizens of one state, 
p restore a fugilive escaping to it from the jurisdic- 
on of another. The law of slavery is a wuoicipal 


egulation, and local in its operation; agreeably, , 


refore, to the principle of national and common 
w, the rights of the matter cease end the slave 
comes free (he moment he passes without the ju- 
diction that recognizes the relation of master and 
ave. Convenience and policy, however, have fre- 
enily induced states to modify this principle of 
tional law, in relation to fugitives owing service, 
charged with crimes, &c., escaping from one ju: 
diction into that of another; and by treaty stipu- 


on of fugitives, in the cases and in the modes pre 
ribed. 


“Al the period of the adoption of the constitution | 
the United States, slavery existed in aiost of the 
les ul the confederacy, and as they bore the same | 
lation to each other, and recognized the same ge- | 


rai law that was applicable to other independent 


les or nations upon the subject of slavery, and the. 


ht of reclaiming fugitive slaves, 11 did not escape 
bprescience of the convention, that this subject 
iid be likely to give rise to irritation and angry 
Hement between the citizens of proximate free 
i slave states; hence the a“option of the second 
lion of the fourth article of the constitution of 
United States, which was intended to obviate 
Similar and conflicting legislation upon this sub- 
by the states, to promote harmony among them, 


ordance with a uniform rule. 
! 


The subject of slavery was the most embarrass- 
one with which the convention had to deal, and 
- only by their devotion to the cause in which 
Were engaged, and the exercise of a generous 
Magianimuus spirit of concession and com pro- 
tee they were able to overcome the difficul- 
y which they were surrounded. 
mp constitution of the state of Lilinois declares, 
i fe shall be heither slavery nor involuntary 
ey &e., Within the state. The act, there- 
. fy inging Jane aud her chiidren into this 
ogee holding them here, being in contravention 
e tages would of itself work a forfeiture 
ther Mateson, unless some saving clause 
of in the paramount law of the constitu- 
ale 


oe United States by which it would be per- 
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under th the judge, that the person so seized 
Service Sena the state from which he fled, 
nt tbe ceriiieata the duty of the judge 


" Constitutions! provision and the law in atd 
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of it define the rights of the master, and prescribe 
the only course by which he can reclaim a siave 
who has fled from his service into a state or territory 
in which slavery is not recognized. Su far as relates 
to this case, repeated decisions have given a uniform 
construction to these laws. The master is entitled 
to the re-delivery of his servant only when the ser- 
vant escaping has been legally held to service in one 
state, and has escaped into another. He must be a 
fugitive from the service of his master. In the case 
of ez parte Sim nons, the court said, “the constitu- 
tion and laws relative to this subject are susceptible 
of no broader construction than the language, and 
do not embrace persons o ving service, brought and 
carried into another state.” 

“From this view of the subject, it is manifest that 
Mateson has forfeited all title to the services of Jane 
and her children. ‘There can be no pretence that 
she is a fugitive from his service in Kentucky. ln- 
deed, it is not controverted that it was by his direct 
and voluntary act that she was brought here in 1845, 
and kept within his employ up to within the last few 
days, 

Considerable importanee is attached by counsel 
to the fact that Mateson retained his citizenship in 
Kentucky, and professed the intention of leaving his 
servants in [linois but temporarily. But we cannot 
perceive that these circumstances are entitled to the 
consideration in this case claimed for them. Nei- 
ther the place of residence, nor the declared inten. 




























lions have granted a reciprocal right of the recap | 


secure the recognized rigtits of individuals in | 


‘tions of Mateson countervail the fact that he volun- 

tarily domiciled his servants here for two years or 
upwards. Even if, from some contingency, they had 

remained but a day, ‘he circumstance of his having 
| transferred their domicile from Kentucky and fixed 
‘it in Hlinois, would have produced the same result. 
| «There have been repeated adjudicatioys upon the 


| some points, yet they ali concur in every point aris- 
ing in this case, and agreeably to the interpretation 
‘thus given to the actof 1793. In connection with 
| the constitution of Illinois, we are clearly of opinion 

that Mateson, by bringing Jane and her children into 


the state of Illinois, and domiciling them here, has | 
‘forfeited all claim to their services, and entitled | 


them to be discharged therefrom. 

“The case of Vaughn vs. Williams, decided by 
| Judge McLean, and ex parte Simmons, are directly 
‘in point. Jane and her four children are ordered to 
be discharged by the court.” 


MAssACRe oF THE PAWNEES.— The Pellzer treache- 
ry and oulrage at Fort Mann. The Reveille and New 
i both contain letters from different persons at 
Fort Mann, on the Arkansas, sustaining, in its worst 
"aspect, the account which we have published of the 
_ treachery and outrage lately committed at that mili- 

tary post. All accounts point distinctly to Captain 

| Peltzer, then in command of the fort, as the princi. 
| pal agent in bringing this deep disgrace upon our 
country, and he must be hel: to a Strict responsibility 
‘for it. The Indians approached the fort in a friend- 
ly manner. They appeared with a flog of peace in 
| their hands. The chief and some of his men were 
met by Capt. Peltzer—cordial salutations of friend- 
ship passed between them—the pipe of peace was 
smoked by each party, and the captain entertained 
his visitors with a display of the arms and the 
strength of his position. After a while, the whole 
party of Indians were invited into the fort. They 
entered it, and the dastardly design was then formed, 
of making these men prisoners! They gave no cause 
of offence, and we have seen no Solitary reason to 
| palliate the perfidious conduct of this Capt. Peltzer. 
| The Indians saw and watched the movements of the 
| troops, and became alar:ed. ‘They attempted to 
| make their escape by flight, and were, by the orders 
of the commanding officer, shot down and murdered 
in cold blood. Unresisting men, in his own quarters, 
and by the order, of this Capt. Peltzer, were delibe- 
rately murdered—that 13 the proper term of it, and 
that is the crime for which he 1s responsible. We 
are glad to say, that Captain Koscialowski and 
Lieut. Tuttle expressed their disapprobation of this 
unmanly mode of warring upon unresisting men, 
even though they were Indians, and we have no 
doubt that the same feeling animated the soldiers.— 
Nor are they properly responsibie for the treache- 
rous and outrageous conduct of the officer in com- 
mand. But he, at least, ought not, and we trust 
will not be permilied, to escape punishment. Such 
cowardly and atrocious conduct calis for the prompt 
action of the government. The honor of the coun- 
try is at stake, and even the Indians should be given 
to understand that we do not tolerate such a wanton 
violation of all good faith. Capt. Peltzer should at 
once be arrested—a military court instituted, anc 
the full punishment meted oyt to him, even if that 
should extend to the forfeiture et bis fife. 
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General Price was at Fort Mann three days after 
these disgraceful transactions occurred, and we hope 


that he may have sent a full and true account of 
them to the government. 
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From the St. Louis Republican of Dec. 12. 
_ Massacre or Inprans tn conp BLoop. Last even- 
ing’s mail bronght us letters from Fort Mann, the 
headquarters of Lt. Col. Gilpin’s Indian battalion,” 
dated on the 25th of November. They were brought 
to Independence by a trading train, and convey. in- 
telligence which will shock the sensibilities of the 
American people. From these letters, we condense 
the following statement: 

“On Tuesday, the 16th, between three and four 
o’clock in the afternoon, a general alarm was given 
in camp, that a body of men was approaching tie 
fort froin the opposite side of the Arkansas. For a 
few minutes, there was much confusion and excit+- 
ment in the camp. Many were mounted on thet p 
of the walls of the fort and of the few houses at- 
tached thereto, some looking through spy glags s, 
and all intent upon discovering what was lo be seen, 
Some supposing they were buffalo, and others su o- 
posing that they were the animals belonging to th: 
battalion, herding at a distance. But it was soin 
determined that they were Judians, and that they 
numbered nearly a hundred strong. 

‘When this was ascertained, the men were order- 
ed toarms. Three companies were paraded inside 
of the fort, when, after the lapse of fifteen or twenty 
minutes, they were disinissed—having been informe | 
that they were a party of Pawnees, supposed to b: 
friendly, They approached the fort with several 
white flags, forded the river, and encamped about, 4 
quarter of a mile below the fort. The coief, whois 












act of congress of 1793, and although there are some | 
discrepancies between those of different states, upon | 





























































said to have been dressed in the costume of a Mexi- 
can officer, continued up to the fort, and was met 
by the officer in command, Capt. Pettzer—Lt. Co , 
Gilpin being absent. They saluted each other, ani 
signs of the usual friendly character passed betwee ; 
them. Capt. P. escorted the chief, with a lew of hi; 
warriors, about the fort—-showing them his artillery, 
‘and causing one piece to be discharged, to show 
them our superiority in arms and a; pliances ove, 
them. 


“After taking them through the fort, Capt. Pelt: 
zer made signs to the chief to bring his men to the 
fort. This order was at once responded to, the chief 
marching before his men, some seventy in number, 
all brave and warlike louking men, with nothing 
save a buffalo robe around them. Before enleriug 
the furt, the chief stopped his men and addresged 
them, in a short bul eusplatic speech, to which they 
seemed to yield their assent. After being satisfied 
to no suspicions rested against them, they proceeded 
to the fort, where all of them gathered around one 
of the cooking fires. From that place, the letter 
says, “they were inviled inside of the fort, for what 
purpose | was al a loss to know, but have been in- 
formed with the avowed object of disarming thei. 
No sooner had such preparatory steps been taken, 
than the whole party seemed in-iantaneou-ly to have 
their suspicions aroused, and they mage one general 
rush for the gale. intermingling in every direction 
with our men, who were on the outside of the fort. 
Orders were immediately given to fire upon them— 
and by a few the order was promptly obeyed. | say 
a few, as there were but afew who were in readi- 
ness, some of them happening to have their arms 
outside of the gate. However, it was not long before 
the companies were all armed and in pursuit of the 
Indians, but they were soon beyond the reach of our 
guns. On returning to the fort, we found that three 
Indians were wounded—one shot through the leg 
and one through the body,a wound which aust 
prove mortal—and the third was cut, over the head, 
but not dangerously. But this was not ail the blood 
shed—tfor three more ludians were found in Captain 
Peltzer’s quarters, who had gone there unsuspect- 
ingly, and were afterwards unable to make their es- 
cape, and were there murdered in cold blood. b 
order of Capt. Peltzer. Four were thus killed, two 
were wounded and are prisoners, and the supposi- 
tion is that some fifteen or twenty were wounded— 
tive of them mortally —outside of the fort.” 

“Gen. Price, with bis escort, passed Fort Maon 
on the 18th ull., accompanied by Major Beale, on 
his way toSana Fe. ‘He made but a short stay 
with us, but gave us information of a iraia that was 
but a few days behind him, with provisions for our 
use this winter. The general was well and in good 
spirits. Our two wounted companies were expect- 
ed to winter at Fort Scott, but have been ordered to 
the Big Timber, some seventy five or eiguty miles 
above us. Their rations and forage having been sent 
to Fort Scott, they will be obliged to receive sup- 
plies from us, unless Col. Gilpin should succeed in 
getting the same at Dent’s Fort, whither be has 
gone.’ "3 
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Naviso ExPEDITION.—Major Walker, and several] 
others, arrived here on Wednesday, from this com- 
mand, and we learn from them, that they left about 
the 10th of September the river, below Albuquer- 
que, and marched almost due west to the Rio de Jara, 
about a hundred aud fifty miles, where they left their 
wagons, and took pack animals, and ten days provi- 
sions, and proceeded to Zuni and the Red Lake. De- 
tachments were sent out under the command of 
Capts. Hamilton and Groves; and one with fifteen 
men, under commrnd of Lieut. Coats. Captain Groves 
returning in two days, and Captain Hamilton the 
third day, without either finding Indians or stock.— 
About twenty miles from the lake, the Lieutenant 
found about twenty Indians, who fired on him from 
an ambush, at a place culled Puebla Colorado, but 
without effect, when he made a gallant charge upon 
them in advance of his men, killing one dead, and the 
men wounding several others. The Indians then fled 
to the mountains, leaving their horses, which were 
captured or killed. 

Being out of provisions, the whole command, about 
one hundred and forty strong, proceeded to the ca- 
non of Chai, which they entered and marched six 
miles up, but finding it impracticable to advance, and 
convinced there were no animals or provisions to be 
had, they returned to the mouth of it, a few scatter- 
ing Indians showing themselves on the mountoin tops. 
Here they were forced to kill a mule to eat, and 
from that time until an express returned from Zuni, 
had to live upon mule, dog meat, and wild parsley. 
As they returned to the wagons, they met the express 
and heard that Price was appointed General, when 
they gave three cheers that made the mountains ring. 


They are under great obligations to the people of 


Zuni, who furnished every thing they could when 


they found them in distress, treating them kindly and 


hospitably. They are represented as remarkably 


white, much whiter, many of them, than the Europe- 
It being impossible to follow them without 
pack animals, they have come in for them and for 
The Indians have 


an race. 


any o:iders which are necessary. 
all fled to the Rio St. Juan, their stock being driven 
off and the crops removed. 
of water and nothing can be had for man or horse. 


The command is now encamped at the Zuni moun- 


tain, waiting for their return, when they will again 
move. 


Many of Major Walker’s men when in the Navijo 
country, had nothing to eat for three days, and then 
had to put up with mule meat, which their stomachs 


at first refused. When they reached Zuni, the peo- 


ple invited them into their houses and gave of every 
thing they had. These Zunis are neither Pueblos 
nor Navijos, but a distinct race from all in the coun- 
try, being well proportioned, and of fair complex- 
ions generally. They live about 200 miles west of 
Santa Fe, and have all that is usually found in a Mex- 
ican house, and plenty of stock. The country is very 
broken and rough, with impassable mountains run- 


ning all through it; the valleys only are cultivated; 
their town contains about one thousand warriors, and 


is like the towns in Mexico. The whole Zuni nation 


or tribe live together in this town. : 
{Santa Fe Republican of the 16th Oct. 





NAVAL JOURNAL. _ 
Washington, Nov. 30, 1847. 


Sir: Since our return from the home squadron, we 
learn that the belief is entertained by many, that af- 


ter the capture of Vera Cruz, a claim was made on 
the part of the squadron for prize money on account 


of the enemy’s property which was, on that occasion, 
captured by the combined forces of the army and na- 
Having heard of no such claim during our ser- 


vy. 
es in the squadron, we respectfully inquire if any 


such claim has been presented or made known to the 
navy department, and, as an act of justice to the offi- 
cers and men of the squadron, who may be injurious- 
ly affected hy such a rumor, we respectfully ask per- 


mission to make your response public. 


We have the honor to be, sir, with the highest re- 


your most obedient and humble servants, 
S. P. LEE, Lt. U.S. N. 
SIMON FRASER BLUNT, Lt. U.S. N. 
To the Hon. Jonn Y. Mason, . 
Secretary of the navy, Washington city, D.C. 


spect, 


Navy Department Dec. 15, 1847. 


GextLemen: I have received your letter of the 
30th ult., in which you enquire whether any claim 
has been presented or made known to the navy de- 


The coufitry is destitute 


partment, on the part of the officers of the navy, for 
prize money on account of enemy’s property ‘“cap- 
tured by the combined forces of the army and navy” 
at Vera Cruz. 

No such claim has been presented; and there is 
not, in any communication with the department, a 
single expression which can be tortured into a justi- 
fication for such a charge, The only prizes or cap- 
tures for which a claim of prize money has been 
made on behalf of the officers and men of the squad- 
ron in the gulf, are of vessels afloat, seized as ene- 
my’s property, and which are clearly subject to sale 
if condemned, and the proceeds subject to distribution 
under the laws of the United States. 

I am entirely ignorant of any circumstance which 
would justify the rumor to which you refer. 

I am, respectfully yours, JOHN Y. MASON. 
Lieuts. S. P. Lee and Simon Fraser Btivnt, U. S. 
Navy, Washington, D. C. [ Union. 





THE EXECUTION aT JaLapa—Is thus detailed by a cor- 
respondent of the N. Orleans Picayune: 

I sent off an unfinished letter to you last night, and 
when interrupted by the information that a courier was 
on the point of starting, I was going on to speak of the 
intense feeling manifested by the most influential peo- 
ple in town in favor of Lieut. Aleade, who, with Adj’t. 
Garcia, isto be shot to-day, at nuon, for a violation of 
their parole of honor. So deeply were my feelings 
wrought upon by the scenes of last evening—the 
crowds of supplicating women—the solemn but animat 
ed countenances of Mexican generals, priests, and 
dignified citizens, as they plead for the lives of those 
who had so basely forfeited them, that I d'eamed of 
nothing else last night but executions, priests and cry- 
ing women. 

The degrading confession, on the part of the most 
respectable Mexican citizens that it is considered no 
disgrace, no crime for a Mexican officer to violate his 
parole of honor while an enlarged prisoner of war, or 
even for him to join a band of cu'-throats while yet a 
| prisoner. and lie in wait te kill those to whom he owes 
his life and freedom—to whom, in fact, his life belongs, 
is enough to excuse us from putting any faith in future 
in the promises of Mexican officers. It is time, too, 
to give these individuals a few salutary lessonsin the 
school of honor, and to cause them to hold inviolate 
the almost only barrier against wars of exterminatio::, 
viz: the soldier’s parle. 

The two criminals spent the whole of last night in 
the church with priests, a strong guard being placed 
overthem. ‘Their coffins have already been conveyed 
10 the place of execution, and in less than an hour the 
two wretched men will die, as they hardly deserve to 
die, a soldier’s death,and they will appear befure a 
higher judge, who will decide whether it be wrong to 
take the life of a professional soldier fora violation of 
thejmost sacred and humanizing feature in civilized 
warfare. Yesterday the citizens of Jalapa witnessed an 
act of American Justice; to-day they will see another. 
Half-past 12 o’clock.—The executionis over. The 
prisoners marched blindfolded to the plaza, a priest 
attending them. They were in full uniform, and be- 
haved with as much firmness as could be expected of 
men under such circumstances. Each was supported 
by afriend at either arm,and were led to the side of 
the plaza and seated upon their coffins, near the wall of 
the bastactie They continued their devotions aloud, 
after embracing a few friends, until the word “‘fire!” 
when both fell back dead, scarcely moving a muscle.— 
The troops under Gen. Patterson were ali paraded 
again, and not only looked very well, but behaved as 
they did yesterday, with propriety. The bodies ot the 
executed officers were given over to their friends, and 
soon eeeveie awayin neat coffins. : housands of 
Mexicans flocked towards the scene, but were pru- 
dently kept outof the plaza. The excitement which 
prevailed yesterday among the inhabitants seems in a 
measure to have subsided to-day—but whether it yield- 
ed toa sense of justice or toawe, remains to be seen. 
Every thing in the solemn ceremonies of yesterday 


Col. Hughes’ regiment, acting as provost marshal. The 
military commission before which all four of the crimmi- 


Hughes’ regiment, Lieut. Burnside, of the 2d artillery, 
acting as judge advocate. The members of the court 


proceeded in all the trials with great care, and offered 
to the prisoners every facility in their power as judges, 


and true soldiers. Lt. 


(oO pursue. 


trial. 





and to-day was conducted correctly—Capt. Taylor, of 


nals were tried, was presided over by Major Kenly, of 


to prove their innocence and to bring up palliating facis. 
They performed their duty like just and mitelligent men, 
urnside, the judge advocate, 
has conducted himself throughout all the proceedings in 
a manner to call forth praise from all parties. His duties 
were arduous, and of the most responsible and painiul 
character; but, alhough young (a recent graduate of 
West Point accademy) he has done his duty kindly, de- 
licately, and faithfully. Cul. Hughes, whose duty 1 was 
to approve or disapprove of the sentences, met the pain- 
ful subject in the same unbiassed, decided manner.— 
The prisoners were legally condemned on the most 
clear and positive evidence, and he had but one course 


The colonel! and captain (guerrilla officers) were sent 
up this morning to Peroie, in charge of the ist Penn- 
sylvania and Georgia regiments, there to await their 


ken their parole, but I really hope, for human 4... 
en their parole, but I really hope, for human 

sake, that they have not been guilty of go ‘Aes cmsie 
and disgusting an offence. Sable 
We are off again to-morrow morning; so farew 


rather, au revoir. ell, op 





*No petition was gotten up by these people ; 

the two Americans who were executed esterday? 
very little was said in favor of Garcia; Lt. Aleag> and 
the main object of their sympathies. Great Pity that 
young man of good family, (nephew of Herrera & ; 
&«.) and with so many powerful! friends, shoy}q’ Bae, 
his honor so lightly. ” 





LETHEON, A NEW SUBSTITUTE FOR Eruer, 
J G. Simpson, ot Edinburgh, a medica} pract; 
high character, distinguished as one of the firs: and 
boldest employers of the letheon, the world js indebted 
for the discovery of “a new anaesthetic agent,” which 
would seem to possess some decided practical advantg 
ges even over the sulphuric ether. Dr. Simpson hes 
already published a description of it,—(“Account of g 
new Anesthetic agent, by J. G. Simpson, M. ).*)_ 
We find a brief account of it, with a notice of Prof 
Simpson’s publication, in the London Atheneum of 
November 2. The new agent is called chloroform or 
perchloride of formyle,—a substance originally disco. 
vered by the chemists Souberain and Leibig,—thoysh 
“the properties of i's vapor were first ascertained, a few 
weeks agu, by Prof. Simpson.” It is very different jg 
chemical composition from ether, which is composed of 
carbon, hydrogen, and oxvgen; while the elements of 
chloroform are carbon, hydrogen, and chlorine. 

It is, however, a volatile liquid, like—though less yola. 
tile than—ether. I's smell is less unpleasant; and while 
it exerts “the same influence upon the systern,”’ jt is de. 
scribed as being ‘much more readily administered, and 
free from some of the disagreeable consequences thy 
now and then attend the taking of ether.” The method 
of administration is simple in the extreme. No com. 
plicated apparatus is necessary: (but this is nuthing new, 
since none is really requisite with ether.) “Simply 
sprinkling it on a handkerchief and sponge, and ap. 
p'ying it to the nostrils during inspiration, is sufticient,” 
says the Athenzum. ‘The effect on the nervous sy. 
tem is produced more rapidly than by ether; and the 
sleep or insensibility occasioned by the new agent is of 
a more profound kiad than that caused by the old one, 
The quantity of chloroform required is much less than 
of ether- -a:nouating in most cases to nine tenths less.” 
Recent as the discovery is, the new remedy has been 
slready extensively and successfully employed in Great 
Britain. 

The American discovery of Etherizaticn seems 0 
have opened a new path of exploration in the world od 
Materia Medica; and perhaps the result will be, nol 
merely the establishment of a whole class of ancesthett 
medicines, but a series of classes of remedies possessing 
various properties of a nature heretofore entirely ub 
dreamed of in the old world philosophy. 

{ North American. 


To P rof. 


tioner of 





Mr. Chay anp cononizatson. A letter from Wash 
ington to the Philadelphia News, says: ‘‘A letter ha 
been received from Mr. Clay to-day, stating that be wil 
about to start for Washington. ii haa consented 
preside at the anniversary of the Colonization Soci 
on the 18th of January next, which will be, I believe 
fortnight from ‘Tuesday next. The meeting will be hel 
in the honse of representatives, wnen Mr. Clay will 18 

the speaker's chair. There will be no vacant seais hil 
evening.” 





Tur suGar cror.—The same writer says—"! thi 
we shall receive full 250,000 hogsheads of sugar «gil 
220,000 last year. The new sugar received thus a 
as good in quality as we raceived last year two mol! 
later, and prices range frum 3} to 5c, and will g° 
er. Molasses will be equally abundant and clei) 
Prices now rule at 20 to 2ic., but I expect to see '! 
to Ide. in bbls. and 10 to llc. on plantation belore 
eeason is over.” sue 

Sugar in latitude 31 deg. 30 minutes.—The New" 
leans papers notice the receipt in that city of sume ™ 
gar made on the plantation of Meredith Calhoun, ™ 
at Smithfield, cn Redriver. The Times says: — 
an article of superior quality, being a fine grainee™ 
bright and sparkling, and, according to our tes 
tremely rich in saccharine matter.” The Picayan 
‘Mr. Calhoun’s plantation is situated in_ latitude ¢ 
min.—further north than any sugar plantation | 
southern country. Of late the cultivation of sug! 
been entered into extensively on lands hitherto 
co'ton. The success of Mr. Calhoun so far [0 then 
will, doubiless, stimulate further investments1n the 
direction.” 

INCREASE OF THE ARMY. The military comtt 
the senate reported a bill, a few days ago, for 4°" 
regiments to the present twen‘y-five regimen's “a 
gular army; and yesterday the same commillee 
a bill authorizing twenty new regiments of ae 
When all these regiments shall be raised, Lee 
the United States, regular and volunteer, will ; wil 
some sixty or seventy thousand men, at & Cost 
of money, which it 1s at present impossible to mre 
and fall to vindicate the personal consistency 
dent Polk. The ruinous consequences o! oo" wht 
Mexican war are rapidly approaching & Po!” 
most blind joliower of party will be unable 











It is more than probable that they, teo, have bro- 


or uphold. [Nat 
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adopted, and the senate adjourned. 
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RTIETH CONGRESS, 


FIRST SESSION. 





en 
Decemsen 27. Mr. Bradbury announced in ap- 
priate eulogy of his character, the death of Se- 


Fairfield 
~ Niles followed, and offered resolutions ap- 


inting a committee to arrange future ceremonies, 
ke., which being adopted, the senate adjourned. 

DecemBerR 28. Mr. Niles moved resolutions of 
respect, &c. to the memory of the Hon. John Fair- 
field, deceased, senator from Maine, which were 
(Mr. F's body 
js to be removed to Maine for interment. ]} 

Decemper 29. The Vice President laid before the 
senate the annual report of the secretary of the navy, 
showing the expenditure of the appropriation for 
sontingent expenses under that department. 

Also, a communication from the secretary of the 
reasury in relation to the overflowed lands in Arkan- 
ys belonging to the government. 
Also, a communication from the secretary of the 
easury transmitting a map of the lands around the 
Sault de Ste. Marie. 

Numerous petitions were presented and appropri- 
ely referred. 

Mr. Bagby, on leave, introduced a bill to pay the 
ate of Alabama interest on certain moneys advanced 
or the government. 

Mr. 4shley, on leave, introduced a bill to establish 
permanent general pre-emption system in favor of 
tual settlers. 

Mr. Westcott, from the committee on patents and 
¢ patent office, reported a bill to provide for addi- 
onal examining clerks in the patent office, and to 
ovide for additional fees in certain cases. 

Mr. Atherton, from the committee on finance, to 
hom was referred the bill from the house making an 
ppropriation in part for a deficency in the existing 
propriation for subsistence, reported the bill. On 
otion of Mr. Atherton, the bill was taken up, by 
animous consent, and passed through its various 
ges. 

On motion by Mr. Crittenden, the senate proceeded 
the consideration of the bill providing for the pur- 
ase of the Madison papers. The question being on 
passage of the bill, a brief debate arose, after 
ich the further consideration of the bill was post- 
hed until to-morrow. 


Mr. Cass, of Michigan, from the committee on 
Nitary affairs, reported a bill to provide for the 
ther prosecution of the existing war between the 
ited Statesand the Republic of Mexico. 

This bill authorises the president, should the ex- 
eles of the war require it, to call for and ac- 








—— 





——— —_— 


intention of congress in regard to the war—should 
be known before voting further supplies for the in- 
erease of the army. 
It had been said that his resolutions were opposed 
to the administration. It mattered but little whether 
they were or not. They proposed some declaration 
of opinion—some proper ground work of action in 
regard to the objects of the war, before passing upon 
such a bill as this. 
Mr. Hale, of N. H., entered with warm feeling 
into the subject, though promising a more elaborate 
speech in regard to the war hereafter. The war, he 
said, originated in falsehood and fraud, and in a de- 
sire to perpetuate the institution of slavery. For 
one he would not consent, and he would not vote a 
dollar for the further prosecution of the war. All 
the money he would consent to vote would be to 
bring our armies out of Mexico by the nearest and 
cheapest route, and as soon as the president would 
tell us the cost of this supply, he would vote the mo- 
ney. He hoped the resolutions of the senator from 
S. Carolina would be considered before those of the 
senator from New York. 
In regard to the war, Mr. H. said that the country 
regarded it as one of crime and robbery, and if any 
of us were opposed to it, let us not be guilty of the 
miserable inconsistency of voting supplies for its 
further prosecution. His view of it was that it 
marked the age as barbarous in which we live, and 
such, in his judgment, was the sentiment of the na- 
tion. 
Mr. h. was severe upon the senator from Michi- 
gan, Mr. Cass, and some sparring occurred as to 
the capacity of the one and the intelligence of the 
other. 


At the close of the debate, the vote was taken on 
Mr. Cass’ motion to proceed to the consideration of 
the bill, and resulted as follows: 

Yars— Viessrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ather 
ton, Bagby, Bradbury, Breese, Cass, Davis. of Mis- 
Sixsippi, Dickinson, Dix, Douglass, Felch, Foote, 
Kusk, Sevier, Sturgeon, Turney, and Wesicott—-19 
Nays—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, 
Butler, Calhoun, Ciarke, Clayton, Corwin, Critten- 
Jen, Greene, Hale, Juhnsun, of Maryland, Johnson, 
of Louisiana, Mangum, Phelps, Underwood, Upham, 
Yulee—19. 


The Vice President gave the casting vote in the 
affirmative, and the bill was taken up in commit- 
tee of the whole, but was laid temporarily aside, 
in order that the senate might go into executive ses- 
sion. 

Mr. Mangum said he presumed there was a majo. 
rity of the senate willing to vote whatever the exi- 
gencies of the country required, but he had hoped 
the policy of the senate and of the administration in 
regard to the prosecution of the war was to be made 
known before further action was had. 

















tthe services of additional volunteers, not to ex- | 
a the number of 20,000, that may offer, either as | 
alry, infantry, or riflemen; to serve three years 
t they shall have arrived at the place of rendez: 
*; Unless sooner discharged; to receive pay as 
nleers under existing laws. The president has 


He hoped, at least, that there need be no hurried 
action upon a bill of this importance The bill was 
then postponed until Monday, to which time the se- 
nate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 





power, when the regiment is reduced in rank 
file, to discharge a part of the commissioned | 
rs, leaving not more than three for sixty men, | 
bol more than two for forty rank and file; and 
a company is reduced to twenty, he may dis- 
ge the whole company, and receive a new com- 
of not less than eighty rank and file; provided 
pring herein contained shall require the pre- 
Mt to reduce the officers or discharge a company, 
7 *pinion the reduced company can be filled 
elivg, The president is also authorized, 
cee of volunteers are reduced, to receive 
~ Companies for such regiments, provided 
‘ i$ not Increased beyund 1,000 rank and 
‘ a ayuleors raised under this act shall be 
ne Withio six months after the ratification 
epaly of peace. } 
» 1p the sane committee: A bill to prov ide 
6 tof volunteers in the service of the United 


g Mr. Johnson, o 
’ Pensions: A 
Widows, 


"’Ssage Was received from the house announe- 

Ca etings of that body in relation to the de- 
© Hon. Mr. Bradley, of Michigan. 

responded to the anouncement, and after 


nee of the customary resolutions, 
nate adjourned, 


VPEMBER 3 —Mr C : 
’ e » Cass, urged speedy action 
. hew regiment bill just iBtrodivced,” 
Upon hi in @ few remarks, advocated previous 
. rs resolutions, It was due to the coun- 
‘ey of the administration—that the 


f Louisiana, from the commit- 
bill to cuntinue the pensions of 








| pressive of the thanks of congress to Major General 


'ry of the navy, for the dry dock at N. York. Peti- 


of the honorable senator from Maine, John Fairfield, 


proceedings being read, 


the Hon. Edward Bradley, elected to this congress 
from the second congressional district in Michigan.— 
He read a prepared tribute to his worth as a public 
man and e private citizen, and offered the customary 
resolutions of mourning, which were adopted. 


Monpay, Dec. 27. Mr. Hammond arose, and in 
eloquent terms of eulogy annuunced the death of 
Senator Fairfield, &c. The house adjourned. 


Tugspay, Dec. 28. A report on the contingent 
expenses of the navy department; a petition from 
the American Peace Society advocating peace with 
Mexico; a memorial from Hamar Roger, of Maine, | 
praying the release of his son from the U. Siates 
army service, on the ground of his having been in 
sane when enlisting, &c., &c. were presented and 
referred. 

Thanks to Gen. Scott, &c. Mr. Hunt gave notice 
of his intention to introduce joint resolutions ex. | 


Winfield Scott, the troops under his command &e., | 
for their distinguished gallantry and good conduct tn | 
the campaign of 1847. 

An appropriation was asked for from the secreta- 
lions were next presented, and funeral arrangements 


having been announced, the house adjourned. 
Wepvespay, Dec. 29. The journal of yesterday’s 


Mr Stewart, of Michigan, announced the death of 


And the house adjourned. 





PRESIDENCY, 1848. 





Letter From Gen. Tayior in answer toa letter 
tendering him the nomination for the presidency, 
mate at a democratic Taylor state convention held at 
Harrisburg, on the anniversary of the battle of Mon- 
terey. 

Headquarters, Army of Occupation, 
Brazos Island, Texas, Nov. 25, 1847. 

Dear Sir: I take ereat pleasure in acknowledging 
the receipt of your favor of the 9th Oct., enclosing 
to me a copy of the proceedings of the Democratic 
Taylor State convention, which assembled at Harris- 
burg Pennsylvania 

The resolutions of the meeting have given me great 
pleasure and satisfaction, as the expression of high 
respect and consideration from the people of Penn- 
sylvania, and I embrace the earliest moment to ac- 
knowledge my warm appreciation of the high honor 
thus bestowed upon me, by their nomination of me 
for the presidency. 

To yourself, I would not fail to express my thank- 
fulness for the very courteous and acceptable manner 
in which you have conveyed to me the proceedings of 
the convention. I remain, dear sir, with high re- 
spect, your most obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. Army. 
Henry A. Muhlenberg, Esq., President Taylor 
State Convention, Reading, Pa. 





THE PRESIDENCY—GeN. Tayton.—The Washing- 
ton correspondent of the Baltimore American has 
seen a letter from Gen. Taylor in reference to the 
presidency, which dispels altogether the idea that the 
General will defer to Mr. Clay, or submit his claims 
to a whig national convention. The writer says:— 

“It 1s important in this particular, that General 
Taylor regards himself as already nominated by a 
portion of the people, in their primary assemblies, 
and that he regards himself as already committed by such 
nominations. The people are at liberty, he says, to 
vote for him or not, as they think best, but he shall 
not decline—not even in favor of Mr. Clay, as has 
been suggested, though believing most sincerely that 
many whom he could name, Mr. Clay among the 
number, are far better fitted than himself, to perform 
the duties of the high office of president of the Uui- 
ted States. 





We learn from the Richmond Republican that at 
an assemblage of the whig members of the legisla- 
ture, in the city of Richmond, on Wednesday eve- 
ning the 22d inst., on motion of Mr. Seymour of Har- 
dy, James French Strother, Esq., of Rappahannock, 
was called to the chair, and John S. Gallagher of 
Frederick appointed secretary. 

Mr. Scott of Fauquier offered the following reso- 
lutions: 

Resolved, That it is expedient to hold a whig state 
convention in the capitol, at the city of Richmond, on 
Wednesday, the 22d day of February next, for the 
purpose of forming an electoral ticket, for the ap- 
proaching presidential election; and of taking into 
consideration the propriety of expressing the prefer- 
ence of the whig party of this state, for some person 
as a fit candidate for the presidency; and also of the 
propriety of sending delegates to a whig national con- 
vention, should one be hereafter assembled. 

Resolved, That our whig fellow citizens through- 
out the state, are requested to send delegates to the 
whig state convention to be assembled on the 23d 
day of February ext, so that a full expression may 
be given to the wishes and opinions of the whig par- 
ty of this state, on the subject of the suggestions con- 
tained in the preceding resolution. 

These resolutions were adopted, with only two dis- 
senting voices to the clause alluding to a national con- 


vention. 


Mr. Caperton of Monroe offered the following re- 


solution: 


Resolved, As the opiniou of the whig members of 
the general assembly of Virginia, that Zacnany 
Tayior will be a most acceptable candidate to the 
people of Virginia, for the presidency; and that he 
will receive from them a most zealous and efficient 
support. 

This resolution was adopted with almost entire 
unanimity; four members, who thought the expres- 





Tavurspar, Dec. 30.—Nothing of importance was 


sion.of opinion would come with more propriety 


transacted to-day. ‘The house adjourned till Mon- | from the convention itself, finally yielding their con- 


day 31 January. currence. 
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WAR WITH MEXICO. 





Vera Crug dates to the 5th December and city of 
Mexico to the 27th November, received at New Or- 
leans, confirm the account of the arrest of Generals 
Worth and Pillow and Col. Duncan, by Gen. Scott. 
Gen. Twiggs was to have come down with the train 
which left the city of Mexico on the 2d December, 
but was detained in consequence of the arrest. 

By an arrival from Queretaro at Vera Cruz on the 
4'h instant, a communication was received from the 
English secretary of legation, Mr. Thornton, cover- 
g a protest from Lord Palmerston, the British min- 
ister of foreign affairs, protesting against the forcible 
levy of taxes on English residents in Mexico, for the 
purpose of aiding te support the war. These levies 
were made six months since and paid by the English 
residents under protest, since which they have ap- 
pealed to their government for protection. 

The ports of Mazatlan and Guaymas are in pos- 
session of the American naval forces. 

The Mexicans claim having gained an advantage 
over aparty of Americans, who are said to have 
landed from one of our vessels of war at Mulege, and 
after fighting all day, embarked agein—at least, so 
the Mexican accounts say, and nothing has been re- 
ceived from the attacking party. 

A correspondent of the Picayune writes from 
Mexico, November 20, that a correspondent El 
Monitor, writing from Queretaro, says that the great 
er partol the governors of the different states were 
present at the seat of government, and that with one 
exception (the governor of San I.uis) they were una 
nimous in favor of peace. The sessions were soon 
to commence, and President Anaya proposes that no 
line of policy on the subject should be followed, ex: 
cept such as the states suggest, iv order to get at once 
at the national will. 

General Bustamente has been nominated by the 
supreme government general i chief of the army of 
reserve, and commandant general of the state. His 

edecessor, Gutierrez, is second in con:mand, and 

ruizar next. 


Nov. 23.—News had been received at Queretaro 
by exprees that the Americans had taken possession 
of the port of Mezatlan with four ships of war.— 
It appears to be generaliy credited, and El Monitor 
says it aggravates ‘‘in an extraordinary manner our 
Gesperate situation.” Government has issued a cir- 
cular asking resources from the states. 

On the 19th ultimo, a corvette and frigate of the 
United States navy entered the port of Guaymas, 
demanding a surrender of the place. The command- 
er of the forces writes to the governor of Sonora 
that in order to prevent the horrible consequences of 
a bombardment he had concluded to remove his for- 
ces to Boccachicampo, out of reach of the guns, and 
theré make a stand, although he does not seem to 
think it would te a successiul one. 

Rumors were current ia the city of Mexico that 
the partizans of Santa Anna had withdrawn from 
eopgress in compliance with the instructions of their 
chief, for the purpose of foreing that body to dissoive; 
not having a quorum. These partisans of Santa 
Anna all belong to the Puro party, and are fur war 
to the knife. All the Puros, however, are not Santa 





that the appheant is not likely, for the reason given 
to be fit for duty in the next three months. 
All wounded and sick officers, not likely to be fit 
for duty in the next three months, but who are able 
to travel, and desire to return home, will, upon the 
enepee medical certificates, receive orders accord. 
ingly. 
On arriving at New Orleans, or other port of the 
United States, the officers returning under this 
order will report, by letter, to the adjutant general's 
office, at Washington, for (if able) the recruiting 
serviee. 
Sergeants and other enlisted men who have become 
subjects for honorable discharge sy wounds or other- 
wise, and who are able to travel, will receive their 
discharges and be allowed to accompany to first train 
to Vera Cruz, and thence receive a free passage to 
the United States. 
Under circumstances, as above, officers and men, 
at Puebla and the posts below, will receive like or- 
ders from the respective commanéers of departments; 
but only in the clearest cases; and each commander 
will make a special report, to general headquarters, 
to show the grounds for the exercise of the authority, 
especially delegated for this occasion only. 
The Ist.regiment of U.S artillery will proceed to 
Vera Cruz, as a portion of the escort to the wagon 
train. Upon its arrival at Vera Cruz this regiment 
will relieve the Ist infantry, now in garrison at that 
place, and the latter regiment will return with the 
train to this capital. 
By command of Major Gen. Scorr, 

H. L. SCOTT, A. A. A. G. 
The same paper furnishes the following orders 
touching the military contributions which Mexico is 
to be called upon to make: 


GENERAL ORDERS—NO. 358. 
Headquarte:s of the Army, 

Mexico, November 25, 1847. 
Under instructions from the government at home, 
requiring that this army shall, as soon as practicable, 
begin to raise within the country it occupies, the 
means in whole or in great part of maintaining the 
| expenses of the occupation until the federal govern- 
ment of Mexico shail submit terms of peace which 
the United States may honorably accept, it is order- 
ed that no uncoined bullion, bars or ingots, either of 
gold or silver, shall be shipped from avy port of 
Mexico, until the further orders of the government 
at home shall be made knuwn on the subject, so as lo 
give time for said government to fix the rate of 
export duty on such bullion, and perhaps a smaller 
duty on gold and silver coins. at 
As the beginning of the change of system intimated 
| above, all rents for houses or quarters occupied by 
| officers or troops of the army, in any city or village 
in Mexico, will cease as soon as contracts may per- 
mit, and absolutely, from and after the end of this 
month, wherever this order shall be received in time, 
and in future necessary quarters buth for officers and 
troops, where the public buildings are insufficient, 
will first be demanded, as required, of the civil au- 
| thorities of the several places occupied by the troops, 


included among those published Jan. 25, 184 ra, 
published, and that iis observance as a par, 7.” 
eneral regulations, be strictly enjoined 


———- a 


Part of ; 


army. . By order of the president: UPON the 
(Signed) WILLIAM L. MARCY 
: Secretary of w, 
The following is the paragraph of the Secon 
gulations for the army, established on the He 
March, 1825, referred to above: st of 
“650 Private letters or reports, relative to: 
tary marches and operations, are frequent] ae, 
chievous in design, and always disgraceful t, “ 
army. They are, therefore, strictly forbidden: / 
any officer found guilty of making such report 
publication, without special permission, or of placing 
the writing beyond his control, so that it finds line 
to the press, within one month after the terminat; 
of the campaign to which it relates, shall be dismig, 
ed from the service.” P'SMhig;, 
By command of Major Gen. Scorr: 
(Signec) WM. G FREEMAN 
’ 4 a 
Ass’t. Adjutant General, 
GENERAL ORDER8S—NoO. 349, 
Headquarters of the Army, 
Mexico, November 12. 1847, 
The altention of certain officers of this ariny is te. 
called to the foregoing regulation, which the genep,) 
in chief is resolved to enforce so far as it may be jg 
his power. 
As yet bul two echoes from home of the brilligy 
operations of our arms in this basin have reached y 
; ! 
the first in a New Orleans, and the second through y 
Tampico newspaper. 
lt requires not a little charity to believe that th 
principal heroes of the scandalous letters alluded 4 
did not write them, or specially procure them to 
written, and the intelligent can be at no loss in eo, 
jecturing the authors—chiefs, partisans, and pet fr 
miliars. To the bonor of the service, the disease 
pruriency of fame, not earned—cannot have seize 
upon half a dozen officers (present) all of whom, } 
is believed, belong to the same two coteries, 
False credit may, no doubt, be obtained at hom, 
by such despicable self puffings and malignant excly 
sion of others; but at the expense of the just esteey 
and consideration of all honorable officers who lon 
their country, their profession, and the truth of hists 
ry. The indignation of the great number of 
latter class cannot fail, in the end, to bring down 
conceited and the envious to their proper level, 
By command of Maj. Gen. Scort: 
H. L. SCOTT, A. A. A. 6, 
The letters alluded to by General Scott as “i 
echoes from home” ure evidently the “Leonidas 
letter, and the other a letter which appeared fi 
in the Pittsburg Post, was thence transferred to 
Union, and the whole then appeared in a Tampit 
paper, in which General Scott saw first the letter 
Upon the publication of Gen. Seutt’s orders git 
above, Lieut. Col. Duncan came out promptly int 
North American with the following frank avowslt 
his connection with the **Tampico letter,” so calitt 
According to the North American the “Tampico 't 





so a8 to equalise the inconvenience imposed upon 
| the inhabitants, and diminish the same as much as 


Anna men, and there are some persons here who| possible. 


assert that the reason they oppose the peace propo- 
sitions is that they desire to keep the American army 
in the country until hey can establish the govern- 
ment upon a firm basis. In fact, | have been told 


that many of the Puro deputies have written to their 
friends here, stating that this was their only reason 


for Opposing a treaty ol peace. 
A geneial order of the 25. November, issued by 


Gen. Scott from his heacquarters in the eity of Mex- 
ico, abnounces that, under instructious from the gov- : 
ernment at home, the army will, as soon as practica- | at Tampico, and repubiished several times since, 
ble, begin to raise ihe means of its support from 


Mexico. 





GENERAL OBDERS—wNo. 357. 


Headquarters of the Army, 
Mexico, Noveu. ber 24, 1847. 


Notice is hereby given, That a small tram will 
Officers 
and soldiers desirous of forwarding letters by this 
conveyance, will leave them at the army post office, 
up stairs, in the same building with the cily post 
office, on the street leading from the palace to the 


leave itr Vera Cruz about the 28th instant. 


Almeda. 


The general principles which will govern the ge- 
peral in chief, in permitting officers and enlisted men 
to leave this country, are laid down in general orders 


No. 318 and 322, as follows: 


“No officer can be permitted to leave any part of 
the army, excep: on application to.general head- 
quarters, through (he usual channels, beginning with a 


If the authorities fail to put the troops promptly 
in possession of such quarters, then the commanding 
olicer, in every such case, following out the same 


the unoflending inhabitants, will cause the necessary 
buildings to be occupied. 


and the injunctions and penalites of the martial law 


with additions, will, as from the first, be strictly en- 


| morals and the must exact discipline. 
By command of Major Gen. Score, 
H. L. SCOT, A. A. A. G. 





THE DIFFICULTY IN THE ARMY. 


onder arrest. 
GENERAL ORDERS—NO. 3. 
War Department, Adj, Gent's. Office, 
Washington, January 28, 1344. 


the war department: 
War Department, 
Washington, January 23, 1847. 
The president of the United States directs tha 





medical officer's certificate—setting forth distinetly, 


principle of giving the least distress practicable to 


Subsistence, forage und other necessaries, for the 
army, Will be purchased and paid for as heretofore; 


order, dated February 19, 1847, originally published 


forced, as also, in general, all the obligations of good 


The difficulty. among prominent officers of our 
army appears tu bave been quite as Serious as was 
represented. We publish tere the orders of General 
Scott reflecting upon the officers who were said lo be 


The following regulation has been received from 


paragraph 650 of the general regulations for the 
acwy, established on the Lat of Mereb, 1825, and not 


ter’? wae ‘“tcompiled from two letters »rillen by of 
| cers of the army in Mexico toa brother officer 
| Pitisburg, for his eye alone.” But read whal 
: Dunean has to say of it: : 

Mexico, November 13, 18. 
To the editors of the North American:— . 

Sir: 1 herewith present a copy of the “Tampt 
letter,’ characterized as **scandalous,” ‘sdespicadly 
“malignant,” &c., in general orders No. 349, pudl 
ed in the Americano Star of this morning. _ 

To the end that the true character of this el 
may be known, | desire that you republish im) 
paper; and that none of my brother officers “a 
nocently suffer for a publication so obnoxious, 
by publicly acknowledge myself to be its aullé® 
The substance of it | communicated from Tac” 
soon after the battles, in a private jetter to 3 
in Pittsburg. 

The statements in the letter are known DY 
many officers of this army to be true, and | 
think tbat the publication of truth is less likely 
violence to indiviiuals or the service thao Wh 

ression or perversion of it. 

: Justice section: Worth, (who is evidently 7 
the “heroes” pointed at in order No. 349,) — 
me to state that he krew nothing whaler i 
purpose to write the letter in question, nor oe 
been written till well on its way to its wpe 
never saw, nor did he know, directly oF - 

even the purport of one line, word or sylia ‘ 
till he saw it an priut, and he is. equally 18° ‘a 
my design to make this declaration, which | 
wrote the letter, ur prompted and on yt ae 

ibility. espectiully, yourobedie™ 
t| sibility Very respec 1S MSUNCAS 


Brevet Lieut. Colone!, vib 
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“after the publication of this letter, Col. Dinean 
was placed under arrest, and subsequently General 
Pillow was arrested, and next General Worth. The 
North American is of opinion that Gen. Pillow was 
ot arrested on account of the “Leonidas” letter, but 
on the following ground:: 

There has been another arrest, that of Gen. Pillow, 
one of the chiefs afurenamed, but not, a3 appears, on 
account of the letters of which he is the hero. We 
hear, generally, that the cause was this: Gen. Pil- 
low, having taken exceptions to the finding of a court 
of inquiry, which finding has been approved by Gen. 
geott, addressed a paper relating to the matter to the 
secretary of war, through the commander in chief, 

reserving a copy which he avowed in a letter ac- 
companying, he had sent (or would send) directly to the 
secretary at Washington. This transaction is juged 
tobe a contempt, and for the so judged contempt 
General Pillow is arrested. Not understanding the 
technicalities of the case we are notadvised whether 
port of or the whole transaction is regarded as the 
contempt—but that 13 immaterial. 

Gen. Worth’s arrest is thus noticed in the North 
American of the 26ih ult: 

The latest arrest occurred yesterday—that of Brev. 
Maj. Greneral Worth, and the charge is, we believe, 
contempt towards the commander in chief. Without 
a full knowledge of all the facts we do not purpose 
to lengthen this article by any remarks upon tais 
proceeding. 


COURT OF INQUIRY IN THE CASE OF GEN. PILLOW. 
GENERAL ORDERS—NO. 329. 
Headquarters of the Army, 
Mexico, Oct. 30, 1847. 

Proceedings of a court of inquiry, of which Brevet 
Major Gen. W. J. Worth is president, couvened at 
this place by the following orders, viz: 

GENERAL ORDER8—NO. 219. 
Headquarters of the Army, 
Mexico, Octoder 22, 1847. 

Atthe instance of Major General G. J. Piilow 
acourtof inquiry will assemble at the palace, or 
uch other place in this city, as may be designaied by 
the president of court, tu-morrow morning, at oine 
pclock. 

The court will investigate and report the facts and 
ircumstances connected with tke re-noval of two 
mall howitzers on the 14th of September, from Cna- 
pullepec—stating by whom removed, and whether 

ith the knowledge of Major General Pillow, ani 
bso give their opinion upou the facis which may be 
eveloped, 


Members—Brevet Major General W. J. Worth, 


ajor General J. A. Quitman, Brig. General D. E. | 


Wiggs, : 
Li. R. P. Hammond, 34 artillery, i 
udge advocate of ihe ek. eS ere oe 
By command of Maj. Gen. Seott, 
H.L. SCOP, A. A. A. G. 


The said order being fuunded on the fullu wing | 


{ P i . 4 
ommunication from Maj. Gen. Piilo ¥, viz: 


1. Maj. Gen. Pillow to Capt. H. L. Scott, acting | 
wT 


Ssistant adjutant general, as follows: 


ie ; Mexico, Oct. 9, 1847. 
peel the night of the 13th 1 was intormed 
hapultepec thar two small howitzers, which iny 


aru . captured in sturmins that place, had 
' bis a Ba rom Me Carriages ani were not to be | 
tof bad te myseif usavle from my wound to get | 

bt them re strict ingairy to be instituted. 
wn found Aare informed late at night that they | dice my character and conduct as an officer, I dee.n | 
rther th: y Baty Daggage wagon, an! fouad | itmy duty to demand acourt of inquiry, to Investi- | 
lat they had been place! there by Mr. | 

| removal of those guns, from their carriages an} from 


elch. 


This wi . 
thority iS Was done without my knowledge or 


rected hi 
Wis mye lo have them taken out, an! directed 
e-camp, Lieuts. Rains and Ripley, to have 


Si Mounted ; : 
and place , it dot 
the place, Placed i Oattery fur the defence 


n . ’ 
erer knew, until last night at 9 o’clo-k, that my | 
,the court may be ordered lo Convene a3 early a3 | 


e ' 
st obeyed 1. pieces out of my wagon had nut 
ght, that th MY aids-de-camp reported to me that 
Bas tneeote was no aminunttiun fur those pie- 
y. pra — they couid not place thew in Dat- 
Ought to the rm from inquiry, that they were 
Wagon b res. 1u my Wagon, aod were taken from 
y peehane, ne Rogers and Mr. Wetch, and that 
ed from AY ave one each. Mr. Rogers has re- 
. Welch ri Staff, and he is now at the ‘Sociedad.’ 
Hee Sia the enty, but f do nol know where he 


Regarding the con 


duct . eo. 
Per, I feehng in of those gentlemen as im 


Shelter my duty not to suffer any persons 
Wetion, | ene’ from responsivitities bee my 
Dinent, to ma it to be my duty, at the eirhiest 
el, for wet : this information tu tne general-in- 
ee ashe may thiok proper to take. 
ing deen so auch disabied by my 


me ny 
wad, | 
» ‘Would have seep personally to the execu- 





knowledge or acquiescence, | deem it due to yourself, 





I immediately sent for Col. Howard and | 





tion of my orders, and would never have suffered the 
general to be troubled about such matters. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GIDEON J. PILLOW, 
Major General U. S. Army. 

P. S —I had written this note and orered it re 
corded when I received the note of this date of Mr. 
Williams, A. D. C. to Capt. Huger. 

Lieut. Rogers is not subject to my erders.as_ he 
has retired some time since from my staff. Mr. 
Welch is a citizen of the United States, following the 
army. I will send for those gentlemen and commu- 
nicate the orders uf the general in chief. 

Very respectfully, GID. J. PILLOW, 

Major Genera! U.S. A. 

2. Major Gen. Pillow to Capt. H. L. Scott, A. A. 
adjutant general, as follows: 

City of Mexico, Oct. 19, 1847. 

Captain—Having been inf srmed that Gen. S-ott 
entertains and has expressed the opinion that the two 
small howitzers captured at Chapultepec, were re- 
moved with my knowledge and acquiescence, I deem 
it due no less to his opinion than as an act of justice 
to myself to lay the accompanying statements of Lts. 
Rains, Ripley, Rogers, and Mr. Welch before him, 
and to ask such reply as the justice of the case may 
render proper. 

I addressed a note, (of which | now send you a 
copy below) addressed to the general himself, but as 
he refused to receive it as a private Communication. 
1 now address it officially, though [ still entertain the 
opinion that it is properly a private and unofficial 
communication. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) GID. J. PILLOW, 
Major General U.S. A. 


Copy of the note above referred to. 
City of Mexico, Oct. 1847. 
General—Being informed that you entertain the | 
opinion that the small howitzers captured at Cha- 
pultepec, were removed from that place with my 


no less than to my honur, to Jay before you the ac- 
compenying statements, and to ask you to favor me 
with such reply as justice to myseli and the facts of 
this render proper. 

| had hoped that my official report of the 9th inst., 
addressed to your adjutant general, would have been 





sufficient to acquit ne in your opinion of any partici: | 
pation in the trausaction. Whatever doubt, however, | 
may have heretofore existed, [ indulge the hope that | 
these proofs will throw the responsibility of that 
transaction upon the proper persons, and will relieve 
me {rom impressions of my conduct, no less at war | 
with my duty as a9 officer, than uajust to my reputa- 
lion as a gentleman, ' 

Accept, wy dear sir, assurances of the regard with | 
which | have the honor to be 
Your obedient servant, 

GIDEON J. PILLOW, 
Major General U. 5S. Army. 

To Major Gen. Scott. 

3. Major Gen. Piilow to Capt. H. LD Scott, A. A. | 
Adjutaot General, as follows: 

City of M.xico, Oct. 22, 1847. 

Captain—lInasmich as that representations hive 
been made to the general in chief, and to others, in 
regard to the removal of the two howitzers at Cua- | 
pultepec on the 13h Sepie nber, mnputing to me a, 
knowledge of the mtended re noval, which represen | 





(Signec) 


tations are erruneous and are calculated to pref: | 
; ‘ prey’ | October 8, subsequent to the order of the general- 


gale the facts aud citcumstances couvec:e} with the 


Cuapultepec, by whom removed, and whether with | 
my knowledge, and tne said court to give Its opinion | 
whether lam in any degree censurable i the pre- 
mises. 

As some of the witnesses intend leaving for the | 
United States by the first opportunity, | desire thot) 


practicable. 
| have the honor to be, very respectfully, your | 
obedient serv’t, Giv.f . PILLOW, 
Major Gen. U. 3. Atiny. 
REPORT: 

The court fiad and report the following facts and 
circumstances: 

1. That two smal! howitzers, captured at Chapul- 
tepec were removed from their carriages during the 
furenoon of September 13in; one was removed by 
and under the direction of Mr. Welch, a follower of | 
the army, especially of the 31 division, and the | 
other oy, and uader the direction of Lieut. Hodge, | 
9th infantry; and, so far as the testimony shows, this | 
removal from their carriages, Was made without the 
previous knowledge, authority or conseat of Major } 
Gen. Fillow. When the guns were taken from their | 


ss a3 

carriages, they were placed, at separate times, by 

the two individuals who had removed ttem, in the 

bsggage wagon of Major Gen. Pillow, and this, so 

far as the testimony shows, without the previous 

i authority or consentof Major General 
illow. 

2 Itappears from the evidence that Maj. Gen. 
Pillow waa informed by an officer acting on his staff, 
Passed Midshipman Rogers of the navy, on the 
evening of September 13, that the two howitzers 
were then in his, Gen. Pillow’s wagon. It does not 
appear that the general expressed any surprise when 
this information was communica’‘ed to him, nor is it 
shown that he evinced any desire or determination 
to have the howitzers returned to their proper 
— but, on the contrary, by his lanzuage to Mr. 

ogers, at the time, viz: ‘Very well, [think J am 
entitled tothem as tronhies,”’ there is conveyed an 
evident impression that Major Gen. Pillow desired, 
at least for the momeat, t» retain the howitzers for 
himself. 

3. That Lieut. Col. Howard, 15th i: favtry, the 
commanding officer of Crapultepee, did report to 
Maj. Gen. Pillow, on the evening of Sept. 13, that 
two small howitzers had disappeared from their ear- 
riages, and that, avout the mildle of the afternoon 
of Sept. 14, the same howitzers had been found in 
his wagon. It does not appear from the evidence 
that Geveral Pillow directed or desired the restora- 
tion of these guns at that time, but, from his langu- 
age to Lt. Col. Howard, viz:**That Mr. Welch, and 
Mr. Rogers, had interested themselves in getting 
those guns, to be taken away as trophies, a id that he 
(C 4. H.) better not interfere—but to let them go,” 
therein conveyed the evident conclusion that Major 
Gen. Pillow was aware of an intention on the part 
of Messrs, Welch and Rogers to remove the guns 
from Chapultepec, did acquiesce in such removal, 
an did authorize the removal in his own wagon. 

4.Iit appears froin the evidence, thaton the night 
of the 14th, when the garrison of Chapultepec was 
about being reduced 19 numbers, and whilst con- 
versing wih the staff about the defences of the 
place, Gen. Pillow ordered two officers of his staff 
io have these howitzers taken out of the wagon and 
remounted, with some other orders relative to the 
general dispositions for the defence of the work, 

It was ascertained by hisstaff officers that no 
suitable smmunition could be found for the howit- 
zers, and that they were therefore not used, not 
mounted, pot removed from the wagon, and other 
arrangements lor defence were made without them 
and reported to Gen. Pillow. - 

‘Tne inp ession is strong and almost conclusive 
that this order of Major Gen. Pillow, to his staff 
officers, could not have indicated a desire on his part 


i foc a full and final restoration of these howitzers to 


their proper places, as public property—otherwise 
the mere tact of failure to find suitable ammunition 
for heir immediate use could not justify the staff 


| officers in farling bo obey (he order to remount the 
pieces—and it dues uot appear that the staff oflicers 


were censured for (he omissiun. 
5. That the two huowttzers were brought to town 


on the 15th of Septe sver, 9 Geo. Pillow’s wagon; 
| that one was claimczd by Mr. Rogers, and carried to 


his quarters under his duection, whilst the other 
was carried to the residence of Welch, and for him. 

It does nol appear that Maj. Gen. Pillow had any 
information of Ihe actual fact that the howitzers 
were in the city of Mexico, until the evening of 


in-chief, in relation to trophies, etc., when, and sub- 


| sequentiy, he seems to have used all proper mea- 


sures to have them restored, 
Aud the court 1s of opiuion that further military 


; proceedings may Le dispensed wath, 
P 5 P 


‘Lhe general sn chief approves of the proceedings 


/ and the opiuions of the Cuurt in the foregomg case. 


The court of inquiry, of which Brevet Major 
Gen. Worth ts presivent, is dissolved. 
By command oi Major Gen. Scott. 
ii. L. SCOTT, A. A. A. G. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT ANAYA,. 


| After beimg sworn as president ad interim of the 


Republic of Mexico. 
Sres Deputies: 1 come to fulfil your wishes, taking 


| in charge the supreme executive power of the union, 


for the short «pace of time that will elapse until the 
next constitutional period arrives. If the days be 


ltew,the difficulues present themselves numerous 


and appaling. The great misfortune of our land, 
is the sentiment that esclusively occupies the minds 
of all who know the meaning of the sacred word 
country. 

in such circumstances, without the powerfuj 
concurrence of the nation, no government can un- 
deriake its defence. it belongs alone to the execu 
live power to unile all efforts, direct themaecordin - 
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to the national will, and remove all obstacles, that 
diseonfidence has hitherto thrown in the way. 

Wh the decision of an ancient servant of the coun- 
try. | have sworn not to omit a single effort, nor to 
spare the most costly sacrifices in endeavoring to 
prove myself worthy of the confidence reposed in 
me by the national representation. To doubt of the 
co cperation of the Mexican people would bech 
doubt of that valor and those high virtues whirt 
en sncipated the country, which although dishea - 
ened and led astray by twenty five years of dissen- 
sions, are producing even yelso many and such 
sublime sacrifices. 

] declare that inthe fulfilment of my oath just 
laben ‘tof respecting and causing to be respected 
the fundamental institutions,” I will act in accord- 
onee both with my duty and my profound convic. 
tions. The federal system is the only one calculat- 
ed to save a people ina situation so dangerous as 
ours. Toseek now a remedy ip new systems, or in 
new revojutions, would be to give up the republic 
without defence and without remorse to the enemy 
wiio tore down our nationai flag from the palace 
where the victorious Iturbide planted it with his 
own hands, 

The government relies upon the co-operation of 
tle states, their good sense, and tried love of liberty 
and crder. It will keep in barmony with them, for 
their efforts (the hereic capiial of the repuvlic being 
Jost) are those that now must save us. 

In a situation such as ours, individual privations 
are inevitable; the government far from increasing, 
will endeavor to lessen them as much as lays in its 
power. The security of persons and properties will 
he sacred, taxes wiil be exacted proportionally, and 
the amount thereof distributed with honesty and 
economy. 

It is the duty of congress, who also knows our 
necessities, to promulgate such wise laws as the 
country requires, and to diffuse life and enccurage- 
ment throughout the republic. | will be the first 
to comply with them, striving above all to unite all 
the private efforts in the grand object, the salvation | 
of our independence. For me, sil our domestic | 
boils, foolish enmities and dissensions will be hence- 
forth secondary matters of consideration. My ad- 
ministration will not persecute any classor party. | 
call upon all without distinction tu assemble around 
the standard of their country. 

Without being deluued as to our situation, on the 
contrary fully aware and overwhelmed with its 
difticultses, and ready to face new misfortunes, if 
such be our destiny, | have come to this place, with 








——— 





the firm resolution never to seal the dishonor of our 
native jand. Ged alone cau look into the future; as 
to public men, it suffices, that they know their duty 


ceived her, thal my oaths are always loyal; and that 
my blood, my life, and my reputation belong to 
her. Called in her name, | have come to occupy of 
all situations that most contrary to my inclinations. 
May God bless and cause tu be fulfilled the ardent 
desires of the man who has not and is incapable of 
eniertaining any other idea than that of the liberty 
end hepnur of bis unlortunste country. 





From the New Orleans Picayune, Dec. 18. 


From tre Paciric —Mr. F. Ward, bearer of 
Cespatches trom Col. Mason, governor of California, 
passed through the city yesterday. 
irom San Francisco in July last in the line of battle 
ship Columbus, bearing the flag of Com. Biddle, from 
Valparaiso. From that port Mr. Ward took a stea- 
mer to Panama, thence crossed the Isthmus and took 
an English steamer for Kingston, «hence he arrived 
here by ship after a short passage. Yesterday he 
proceeded on his way to Washingion. 

The Columbus was to sail from Valparaiso on the 
Ist of November direct forhome. Hence she may be 
expected here in ali the month of February. Mr. 
Crump, late our charge to Chili, and Mr. Dorr, late 
consul at Valparaiso, will come passengers on the 
Columbus. 

On the 28th of October, Mr. Douallier, an officer 
in the Russian army, but wcting as a midshipman on 
board the Columbus, died of cholera aiter a short 
iiiness, His loss was much deplored by the officers, 
among whoin he acted as a midshipman en amateur, 
learning something of our naval s rvice. 

At Panama Mr. Ward found Col. Barton, our new 
charge to Peru, with his family. All well. They 
expecied to leave there in the English steamer on the 
28th November. 

At Cruces, between Panama and Chagres, Mr. 
Ward met Commodore Jones and suile going to the 
Pacitic. 

Jn relation to the capture of Guaymas, referred to 
above, the city of Mexico American Star has the 


wines 
»* 


‘there, and turning over an old desk that was left in 
| one of the rooms, found it contained some $15,000 in 
silver and gold. 
and fulfilit. ‘The patiou is aware that 1 never de | one of the cells a large quantity of clothing and am- 


| 


Mr. Ward sailed | 
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Guaymas —We stated, in a recent paragraph, that 
several ships of the American navy had entered the 
port of Guaymas, and demanded a surrender of the 
place. By late advices we learn that on the 20th 
ult, the place surrendered to the naval force under 
Lavellette, commanding the naval force of the U. 
States, and the port is now in possession of the Ame- 
ricans. The frigates under his command were the 
Portsmouth and the Congress, which fired upon the 
place for about an hour. The terms to which the 
place was subjected are very much like those granted 
in other places occupied by our forces, and we need 
not give the articles at length. W. A. Robinson had 
been appointed collector of the customs, and the du- 
ties were as follows: 

‘The duties of importation, until otherwise order 
ed, will be five per cent. per ton, and ten per cent. 
ad valorem, the value in port to be determined by 
persons appointed for that purpose.” 

Until quarters shall be provided for the troops who 
were to garrison the place, the United States flag 
would be hoisted in some point in the bay from the 
U.S. frigate Congress. 





Later.— The British West India mail steamer 
Teviot, Lieut. P. Hast, R. N., commander, arrived 
at Ship Island harbor at 4 o’clock on the afternoon 
of the 20th inst., in four days from Vera Cruz. By 
this arrival the Picayune (extra) of the 224 instant, 
has dates from the city of Mexico of the 14th of this 
menth. 

General Patlerson had reached the cily of Mexico 
with 6 QUO men, having left a garrison at Rio Frio, 
where a permanent depot isto be made. 

A train left the city of Mexico on the 9th instant, 
for Vera Cruz, under command of General Twiggs. 
Gen. Pierce is coming down with it. 

The steamer Portland, Captain Spinney, arrived 
at Vera Cruz on the J5:h inst., after a terrible pas- 
sage, during which a hundred horses were thrown 
overboard. 

The Ist artillery now at Mexico, is to relieve the 
}st infantry as the garrison of Vera Cruz, thus ex- 
changing positions. 

Genera! Butler left Jalapa on the 6th, for Puebla. 
The train which he commanded, has also left that 
cily. 

Cori espondence of the N. O. Picayune. 
Mexico, December 13, 1847. 

A discovery was made on Thursday in the convent 
of San Domingo, in this city. Some of the troops 
who arrived with General Patterson were quartered 


This led to a further search, and in 


munition was found, which was removed to the quar- 
termaster’s de partment. 

About 6 o’clcck, on Saturday night, Mr. Doyle, the 
| English charge d’affairs, arrived from Vera Cruz in 
the diligence, escorted by Captain Fairchild, of the 
Louisiana rangers, and about 36 men. They brought 
neither letters or papers, but last night the English 
‘courier arrived witha full budget, Capt. F. informs 


ue that there cannot be less than twelve thousand ! 


'men on the road up here, and that General Butler 
| would be in Puebla yesterduy (Sunday) with seven 
‘thousard men. 
The Ohio regiment are encamped at Rio Frio, 
under Colonel Irwin, together with one company of 
|‘ Iinois dragoons, under Captain Little, numbering in 
‘all about six hundred men. There are seven com- 
panies of the Ohio regiment there, the other four be- 


— en eee een oS 
papers hy him. General Scott has issued another 
order, dividing the army into brigades, under the 
aaroeee of Generals Smith, Calwallader ang Col, 
ey. C6.) 
The following is Gen. Scott's order touching the 
guerrillas. 
Headquarters of the Amy, 
Mexico, December 12, 1847, 
1. The highways of Mexico, used or about to be 
used by the American troops, being still infested jp 
many parts by those atrocious bands called guerrije. 
ros and rancheros, who, under instructions from the 
late Mexican authorities, continue to violate eve, 
rule of warfare observed by civilized naticns, it hag 
become necessary, in order to insure vigor and ypj. 


the views and instructions of general headquarters op 
the subject 

2. Every American post established in Mexic 
will daily push detachments or patroles as far 


and places of concealment. 


to be exterminated. 


momentarily held as prisoners; that is, not put to 
death without due solemnity. Accordingly, they wil 
be reported to commanding officers, who will, with. 


applicable to such cases. 


officers, not less than three, nor more than thirteen 
and may, for any flagrant violation of the laws 


filty, on satisiactory proof that such prisoner, ai 


ganz of known robbers or murderers, or had ac 
tually committed murder or robbery upon any Ame 


urmy. 


in correspondence with him until further ordezs. 
By command of Maj. Geu. Scorr. 


cap government and the churuh, 


tne effect of this prohibition. He, Rosas, prevounce 
all such sales invalid and of no cflect, and spea 
warmly on the subject. 


ley has beon Jost nothing at afl. 
‘The following order of Gen. Smith was, perhaps 
aimed at the order of Rosa, mentiened above by 0 
correspondent: 
Office of the Civil and Military Governor, 
National Palace, Mexico, Dec. 10 1841. 
1. Any decree oi (the Mexican general governmedl 


living in the territory occupied by the American 
my, null, and any allempt to promulgate such de 





| Ing al Puebla. This encampment is doubtless in- 
tended to be permanent, as the men were building 
themselves houses. 

] inciose you an order from Gen. Scott, issued to- 
day, of the most severe character, about the guerrilla 
| parties, who are said to be gathering in considerable 
‘numbers through the country. ‘The coucluding pa- 
ragraph appears to favor the idea that the post of 
| Rio Frio will be permanent. ‘There is absolutely no 
news from Queretaro, Congress does not meet, and 
‘there is a rumor in town that Santa Anwa has been 
proclaimed dictator there, but 1 cannot trace it lo any 
relisble source. Every thing here appears to favor 
the belief that a movement wall be shortly wade fur 
the interior. 


What division of the army will take the lead, or 
who is to command it, | cannot say, bul madame ru- 
mor points to the gallant Smith, the bero of Contre- 
ras, as (he commander. Whuthout doubt he would be 
an excellent man, but 1 donut see hew he can be 
spared from his pust here. His moderation, firmness 
and strict attention to business have endeared him to 
all the cilizens, vative and foreign, and they would 
feel his loss more keenly. Nous verrons. 


cree as effective or to enforce it, without the coneel 
and approvation of the American authorities, ¥l 
be cousidered and punished as a direct opposition 
them. 

2. The people of the city of Mexico have the rg? 
to make their municipal elections withvut any bole 
ruption. PERSIFOR F, SMITH: 

Brevet Brigadier General aad Civil aad Mulitall 
Governor. 

By the Governor: 

R. P. Hammonp, secretary. 
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LETTER l. 


Barrington November 13th, 1847. 

To Hamilton Stuart esq., m 
Editor of Galveston, ( Texas) Civilian and Gast 

Dear Sin :—My attention has lately bee? ey 

to two letters of Ex-President Tyler, publishe os! 
the newspapers, assailing Texas and her jale 








December 14.—Notbing new this morning. The 
courier goes off at 8 o’clock, and 1 send the morning 





ecutive government, as well as the Europea? 4 
accredited to it; and though the business of MJ 





formity in the pursuit of the evil, to announce to gy 


0, 
ate ag 
practicable, to disinfest the neighborhood, its roads 


3. No quarters will be given to known murderers 
or robbers, whether called guerrilleros or rancheros 
and whether serving under Mexican commissions od 
not. They are equally pests to unguarded Mexicans 
foreigners and small parties of Americans, and ought 


4. Offenders of the above character, accidentally 
falling into the hands of American troops, will be 


oul delay, order a council of war, for the suiminary 
trial of the offenders under the known laws of war 


5. A council of war may consist of any number of 


war, condemn to death, or to lashes, not exceeding 
time of capture, actually belonged to any party «- 


rican officer or soldier, or follower of the American 


6. The new post, Rio Frio, will be considered un- 
der the direct command of the general in chief and 


The Monitor, of Dec. 9, publishes a decree from 
Senor Rosa, the minister of justice and ecclesiastr 
cai affuirs, protesting against the sale of church pro- 
perty in this city, except for the benefit of the Mexr 
You will recollect 
that a short time ago the civil and military goveruot 
prohibised the sale of any of this property, except by 
permission of the government of the United States 
and Rosas’ decree seems to be intended to counteract 








The Mexican people, of 
those “ho administer the government, appears (0 
think that the result of the recent batiles in this tak 
















allecting or modifying the political rights of (how 
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andsa constant attendance on my part and leaves 
corsequently but little leisure for the purpese, I 
"i feel at liberty to refuse the many appeals 
have been made to me by individual friends, 
ip far todisregard the public sentiment in this 
ry communicated through the medium of the 
slic press, 88 to remain silentand suffer very grave 
sfrom such high authority to pass unnoticed 
yorefuied. A natural disposition to goto the 
of my adopted country, whenever that coun- 
might be assailed, and a sense of the duty | owe 
gs one of her citizens, force me to break a res- 
‘on | had formed, on retiring from office, to say 
ing, o leave the angry passions of men and the 
ihousand slanders to which they give rise, the 
wer to subside in due time, and the latter to pass 
to oblivion. Attacks which only affected 
wif, and made upon me as the head of the cabinet 
pief executive of Texas, would have been secure 
pecting With no attention, for on retiring from 
.¢ | appealed my own cause from the excitements 
ibe then present to the calm judgment of poster. 
god was willing their abide to award. In my 
ediciory address I said, ‘‘Whatever injustice may 
ve beet done ine in moments of excitement, I in 
ethe belief that when correct information is 
eminated in Fegard to my whole course, the pub 
mind will settle. down into proper conclusions, 
that my fellow cttizens will then judge me right- 
At least 1 have the approbation of my own 
science, a reward in itself above all price, and 


ity will do meno harm.” But strange as it may 
year, and as it really is, after se long atime has 
psed since the transactions which from the ground- 
k of Mr. Tyler’s communications took place, 
r years had rolled over them, and when the pub- 


pavle of such things, to disturb this settlement and 
otd immortality to slanders against Texas and 
qw xecutive, by endorsing them with the name and 
¢ B-the aulbority of a president of the United States. 
seply and stucerely as | deplore the necessity which 
pels we lu spesk oul on this occasion, and wholly 
uguabl as it is to my feelings, my duty to myself, 
nily, associates in the government, and to my 
uolry, requires the sacrifice. The contest in which 
have to engage, is not of my own seeking.— 
have very littie time for political strife or discus- 
pis, and jess taste than time. If there were any 
e else lo undertake the deience of Texas on this 


getiauons for annexation, and the alternative of 
lepeudence, simullaueously sought, from their 
Minhencement up lo the hour when both were cun- 
mated under my adaiaistration and consequently 
only one Cogoizant of every material fact con- 
Cled with thusee negotiations from their inception 
184] to their close im 1546, during all of which 
t, as secreiary of state of Texas, or president, | 


lei control. trust, therefore, Mr. Editor, that 
hay nol be deemed improper in we uuder the 
tumstances, to undertake the task of disabusing 
public miud, and as (he intercsis and good name 
thecountry must be involved in this defence, | 


1 may confideutly rely upon your patriotism to 
Ye wy communications, which must necessarily be 
eWhat lengthy, a place in your useful yournal.— 
¢ lowest depths of talsenoud have been explored, 


» aud errur Diought up irom thence, scattered 
vad cast Over the wnoie Union in reiation to these 
allers, As | wave already intimated, L had hoped 
ligtt aud heat of the sua of truth would have 
led up tuese seeds aud that none would have taken 
and lived. Bat Mr. ‘I'yler’s letters appear to 















eevidence that some of them, watered by his care, 


avuul lo geruinate. 


In order to a proper understanding of what the 
casion will require we to say, m answer to Mr. 
)ler’s ch rges, which are very broad, it will be 
Cessary 10 give a succinct account of the negotia- 
wus between ‘l'exas, Mexicu, the United States, 
fanee and England, trom the close of 1841 to the 
Suning of 1846 and of some matiers imeidental to 
eu. This | propose to do, aud lo auswer the 
‘stion 6o viten asked and as ofeten unaus» ered acd 
Nsuuderstood,—““By what meaus the acknowledge- 
“tof Texian independence by Mexico and her 
al annexation to the United States were brought 
In doing this, 1 must promise that I rely 
f.r what | 
‘ : Slate, as ] am not in a situation to refer to the 
"spondence in the archives of the couvtry.— 
‘ierefore, 1 should comunit any error in point of 
»’ Wrust it will be set down to the proper account, 
Write only in the few intervals of leisure 
ave, and it may be some weeks before | 


dou?” 


» eipally Upon my memory of events 


lob Lh 


pose upon the assured belief thathistory and pos. | 


mind was about ‘to settle down into proper con- | 
joons,” he has resolved, in the recesses of a mind | prompt and most decided retusal, and the determi-| cape frow their manifold difficulties and the long 


dcilher the aclive management of them, or their 


{can complete the task whieh [ propose in the 
mean time I «iil take occasion to say that in all these 
negotiations and incidental matters, so far as I know, 
or was concerned there were neither “duplicity,” 
“intrigue,” ‘dissimulation,” “coquetry,” ‘‘hypocrt- 
sy,” “insincerity,” ‘‘ Treason” or “want of devotion 
to the cause of annexation and Amsrican principles,” 
all of which have been publicly charged upon me 
from time to time, and all of which I understand 
to be virtually revived by Mr. Tyler's letter. 

My first official act upon taking charge of the 
department of state, in December, 1841, was to ac- 
credit the Hon. James Riley as charge d’affaires to 
the United States, and to instruct him to ascertain 
the dispositions of that govern nent on the subject of 
annexation, with a view, if they were found suffi- 
ciently favorable to the measure, to reopen aegotia- 
tions for its accomplishment. The reasons for this 
act are to be fouud in the political condition of this 
country at the time. In order to understand this 
properly a short retrospect is necessary. 

Texas declared her independence of Mexico in 
March 1836-—in the same month adopted a constitu- 
tion and provisional government and virtually achie- 
ved her independence at Sae Jacintoin April follow. 
ing. The peopie soon after proceeded to organize | 
a permanent governvent, by the election of a/| 





President etc., at which election the question of | 
annexation to the United States was submitte} | 
to a vote, and with almost entire unaniuitty, de- 
cided in the affirmative. ‘The measure however met 
with but little favor or encouragement from the 
| American goversment, and Gen, Jackson’s adminis 

| tration closed without having done more for Texas 
than to accord a bare acknowlegment of her natiot:- 
| ality and this only at the very last day and hour of 
| his term of office. The proposition for annexation 
was presented in 1837 to his successor, and met a 








nation was announced “that so long as the question of 
the annexation of Texas to the United States invol- 
ved the question of war with Mexico it would not 
be entertained by the government of the U. States.” 
This decision met with the general approbation of 
the people of the Union. [is congress continued to 
be flooded notwithstanding, with petitions against, | 
and denuuciations of the measure from all parts of 
the country; in October, 1838, the proposition was 
formally withdrawn by myself, under instructions;— 
the friends of the measure and all others in Texas, 
believing that so Jong as it luy, though an inanimate 
corpse at Washingtou, it would be offensive to the 








| down in quiet, from ever arriving at more favorable 
| conclusions on the subject. The tnatter was there- 
fore so disposed of, and ‘Texas was obliged to look | 
elsewhere for the means of sustaining herself, and 
lo await a “more convenient season” for annexation. 

The executive of Texas, inauguratedin Decewber 
1838, (Gen. Lamar) took decided ground against 
the whole policy of annexation, present and pro 
spective, and the representulives o the peopie, by a | 
jeiut resulution of congress as unauimous as had veen 
the volte in 1836 for the measure, appeared to sus- 
tain the president’s opinions against it. These opin- 
ions and this act met with no opposition by the | 





day declared that the views of the executive on this 
subject, ‘met the approbation of every patriot,” a 
sentiment which was almost universally responded 
to iavorably. Thus atthe close of 1838 the question 
of annexation had been virtually condemned both by 
the government und people of the United States, and 
by tne goverument and people of Texas, and it re- 
maived iv this attitude until my instructions to Mr. 
Riley, in 1841, above referred Lo. 

But in the taree years which intervened, a change 
had come over the situation of affairss in this country. 
I have no disposition to excite angry teeliys, and will 
not gu into the details of the causes vf the country’s 
mistortunes. All the people of ‘T’exas know, tor the 
telt the evils, and sutlered trom them in every way. it 
is sufficient tor my purpose to say, that the country was 
brought,io the extemest point of depression—her means 
exhausted—her creau utierly prostrated—the loan, sought 
all over ae Untied States and Kurope, refused on any 
terms—pressed and oppressed with debt—her currency 
ata discount of ninety-seveun and a haif per cent.—the 
navy gone to Yucatan—the army to Santa Fe and cap. 
tivity—the frontiers of a thousand miles assailed by hos- 
tile Indians— Mexico, exasperated by the executive me- 
nace that “‘ l'exas would exteud her possessions as far 
south and west as the sword might wark the boundary,” 
preparing & threatening tomake predatory incurstuus or 
to invade the country with a formidable force; and, al- 
though we had as brave aad patriotic a people as any, 
the government had neither aris or amimuniion for an 
army, and was destitute of muaitious of war or a Coin- 
missariai—the trade and business of the country pros- 
tratled—confidence universally impaired, and in some 


masses of the people. The leading papers of the | 


ore ee 


favorahle—no treaty of amiry with the United States— 
England hesitating shout ratifying the one made with 
her—France estranged and about assuming a hostile at- 
titude in consequence of the treatment Mr. Saligny had 
receive | in Texas—the governinent itself on the eve of 
apparent dissolution, for the people, oppressed and im- 
poverished, were discouraged and desparing. There 
appeared 
‘No eye to pity, and no arm to save.” 

This is by no means an exaggerated account of the 
situation of affairs when | took charge of the state 
department in December, 1841. I need not say the 
office was not sought by me or that it was nota 
very desirable one. I presume no one will accuse 
me of the folly of being desirous to take such an 
office, under such circumstances, with a salary of 
$1,500 in ‘‘continental money.” I «may, perhaps, 
hope that even now Tyler would accord me the cre- 
dit of some little patriotism at this time, however 
harshly he may be disposed to judge me for more 
recent acts. 

In this retrospect of the condition of the country, 
one oi the reasons fur agais seeking aunexation is 
apparent. Desperate diseases require desperate re- 
medies;” and although, from the answer which had 
been given in 1837 t. the proposition, there appear- 
ed but a very faint hope of immediate success, still 


it was believed that such influences could be brought 


to bear as would finally accomplish it, if Texas 
could emerge from her present difficulties. At the 
Same time it was thought best to pursue a procure- 
ment of an acknowledgment of our independence 
from Mexico, as well to favor the success of annex- 
ation, a8 an alternative, iu the event (hat it should fail, 
The apparently insurmountable objection urged py 
the United States, that “she could sot annex Texas 
so long as it involved the risk of a war with Mex- 
ico,” would have been obviated by procuring this 
acknowledgment. ‘The people were anxious tu es 


pressure of the past with houor and advantage, aud 
it was believed would gladiy embrace either of the 
alternatives, if either could be obtained. Indeed 


| they had always sought the eslabiishment of their 


independence, and nobly tad they fought for it in 


| tpany a bloody and well contested field; how bloody 


und how well contested iet the Alamo and San Ja- 
cinte tell. ‘The cause of independence had untied 
every man in the country. it lad not, like annexa- 
tion, been popular in 1836, and Condemned by the 
people three years afterwards. lo 1841, therefore, 
it was nol deemed “treason” for the government of 


| . | the country to endeavor ts achieve what all consi- 
casion, | should most gladly defer the task to him, | people of the United States;—» ould continue ex- | gered a great natioval boon, loug aud anxiously 


tl um the only inaividual identified with the! citemeni, and prevent the puolic mind from settling | suught for. The friends of avnexation at the time 


did not think itany disa'Vaniage to their favorite 
measure Lo endeavor lo oDiain Indepeidenee aud (he 
irieuds of independence did nol see how the cause uf 
ahvexation cuuid injure their favoritescheme. i here 
appeared lo be Du inconsistency in pursuing Buh si- 
Mullaneously and at ouce. 


‘Texas migit say to the Uniied States ‘we are bone 
of your bune and flesh of your flesn;” either take us into 
your great and glorivus U;jun or at least use your pow- 
ertul uffices with Mex,co in inclining that nation to ac- 
knowledge our independence. Say to her “the war has 
lasted luug enough”—exert your influences in the cause 
of humanity and put a period to bloodshed and murder.” 
Or, she might say to the great powers of Europe—"we 
are Ainericans, it jg irue, and attached to our republi- 
Can 'HSUlGUONS, but your siatesinen are wise and above 
the litte prejudices Which spring from a difference ia 
torins of goverment; we have an almost unlimited ex- 
tent of countty, abounding in the richest lands; you 
have a surplus ani half starving population; send a por 
tion of them {9 ‘l’exas, here we wiil give them an asy- 
lum and all the right of citizeuship;—Texas cannot be 
u manulactyrjng country, she will offer your mechanics 
and manufacturers a market for their fabrics and give 
protitable empluyment to your commerce.” We will 
produce the great staples of the world, including cot 
lon, 424 Pay you. Assist us with your good offices, in- 
cline OUF gtubborn and foolish enemy io peace. We 
cannot gO buck to Mexico, for they are a different peo- 
ple fruin ys, we can never get on together, it is a thou- 
sund tiiNeg betier for both of us tv remain forever sejia. 
rate—le|p us to sustain ourselves nuw in tue tine of 
our é€ep depressiun—the country will net forget the 
vood act in the time of her prosperity. We wisi: “peace 
with ail the world, or annexativn anu its contingencies.” 
We lave applied first, as was our duty, to the United 
Siatee, our relation, our neigi bor, our great sister repub- 
lic, but from her governmeni we have as vet received 
nothing but coldness, apathy, aud repulse.” — 1 

All this might be done, it appears to me without “in- 
sincerity, diesimulation, or falsenuod.”  ‘I‘he duor of an- 
nexation in the United States was closed and fastened 
with mighty bars, and ‘‘a large rock was rolled to it.” —~— 
‘That of independence, with Mexico, was similarly clos. 
ed and “mountains interposed.” Weak as Texas w 
it appeared hopeless to endeavor to open either. 
attempt would have been pronounced the utmoe’ 
by the million; main strength woulc not have 
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parts of the country the citizens in arms against each 
other and the lawe—our foreign relations anything but 
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ond overcoming the wbetacles of rocks and mountains, 
ond hesving the massy bars, burst them both onen, and 
bad the choice given her te enter which she pleased. 

For nearly two years I was engaged in this cause. so 
vit lly important and interesting to Texas, before half a 
cozen of her people, not immediately connected with 
the government, knew that anything was being done in 
he way of negotiation likely to effect either purpose, 
end brf-re public attention had been roused to any ex 
pression of sentiment by the immediate expectation of 
either; very few during this time thought of anything but 
the war with Mexico. The only great question before the 
people appeares to be whether it should be «ffensive or 
defer.sive. The vast mjority appeared to decide in fa- 
vor of the former and of going to the © Hails of the Mon- 
tezumas.” Afier a violent struggle, however, against 
the goverisment, better and mure prudent counsels pre 
vailed. 

After accrediting Mr. Riley and ins‘ructing him as 
above. I immediately addressed a letter to Gen. Mac 
Intosh, then acting charge at Paris, to be presented by 
him to the minister of foreign affairs of France, which 
withont compromitting the honor or interests of Texas 
Peover eptotaciory to the French government, and M 

Sa'igny, who had withdrawn from the country, re- 
suned his official intercourse with Texas; our rela- 
tions with the King of the French afterwards remeine | 
onthe most friendly footing. The next step was, to 
send a charge to Franee and England, with suitable in 
structions, and a gentleman was found for that post 
Mr. Ashvel Smith, who, by his ability, zeal, and good 
judgme:'. eff ctet, during bis long residenve there, all 
which could ‘ave been done in impressing upon the 
staiesmen of those countries the prospective }uportance 
of Texas in an agricultural and commercial point of 
view, and contributed materially to the formation of cor 
rect opinions of his country in Europe, and in disabos- 
ing the public mind there of the many slanders which 
the enemies of Texas had industriously circulated. A 
very favorable character was given to our diplomatic in- 
tercourse with both France and England. The tater 
ratified the trexsty with Texas and the ratifications were 
exchanged at London. In due timea British co: sul. 
consul general, and minister, were appointed and sent to 
Texas. 

In the meantime information was received from | 
Washington city, as anticipated, that the cause of an- 
nexation re-eived no countenance or encouragement 
there. Mr. Reily was instructed to negotiate a trea- 
ty of amity, ect., with the United States. He ne- 
gotiated a very proper one with Mr. Webster, which 
was, by a decided vote, rejected in the senate. Mr. | 
Reily asked leave to resign and return home, which 
was granted,and Mr. Van Zandt was appointed and in- 
structed to keep the government advised, at all times, 
of the state of feeling in congress on the subject of 
annexation, and among the people of the different 
sections of the Union, so far as he could derive it 
from reliable sources. 

In the meantime, under the economical and pru- 
dent administration of the government, conducted by 
Gen. Houston, the finances of the country had im- 
proved, and by the close of 1842 credit and confi- 
dence had become somewhat restored. Still the 
country had suffered much by two predatory incur- 
sions, set on foot by Mexico. But Texas was evi- 
dently weathering the storm, and its fury was begin- 
ning to abate. The year 1843 dawned on Texas 
with brightening prospects. A jealousy and rivalry 
began to exist between the U. States on the one hand, 
and Great Britain and France on the other, in rela- 
tion to Texas, which was daily gaining strength, and 


it was not her policy to endeavor to abate or suppress 
it. 
The Vicompte De Cramayel, the Count De Salig- 


| “astounding developments” and charges of “treason, 





ny and capt Elliott, the two former sent to Texas by 
France, and the last by Great Britain, were all men | 
of excellent judgment and great sagacity. They | 
saw the condition of Texas, fully appreciated its | 
prospective importance, and of course, I presume, 
lost no opportunity of communicating with their go- 
vernments, and informing them of what they had ob- 
served. 

These two European powers had been appealed to, 
to use their good offices with those of the U. States 
to procure an acknowledgement of Texan indepen- 
dence from Mexico and gave a favorable response to 
this appeal, but it was thought better that the U. States 
should not act conjointly with these powers; and she 
preferred her good offices to be employed separately. 
Thus the friendly assistance of three great powers 
had been secured. Great Britain and France were 





on at some convenient future period. Whatever 
may have been the motives. however, no improper 
ones were ever hinted at to this government by eith- 
er of the great powers. No conditions were sought 
of Texas as a return for this friendly interference.— 
Each of the parties were acting in the cause of hu- 
manity and at the same time hoping to subserve their 
own interests and those of Mexico and Texas, for at 
any time, no doubt, it was as much for the interest of 
one as the other that a stop should be put to the war 
between them, though the benighted and vain glorious 
people of Mexico could not be made to think so until 
a very late period. The efforts made by the United 
States, England, and France, were soon productive of 
great good, for after 1842 there were no more preda- 
tory incursions into Texas, and the irregular and bar- 
barous character of the war was changed. 

In the summer of 1843 a truce was obtained of 
Mexico and existed for some time. Texas and Mexi- 
co appointed commissioners for the purpose of fix- 
ing the conditions of a permanent armistice to last 
while negotiations for peace could be carried on.— 
This cessation of hostilities appeared to have been 
procured by the influence of the French and British | 
ministers at Mexico, and when known in the United 
States, accompanied by the “alarming facts” and “as- 
tounding developements and disclosures” of the press. 
worked miracies of conversion to the cause of annex- 
ation in that country. Mr. Van Zandt was then in- 
structed to intimate verbally to the secretary of 
state of the United States that the subject of annez- 
ation was not epen to discussion. This aroused all the 
dormant jealousies and fears of that government, the 
apathy of seyen years sleep over the question was 
shaken off, and a treaty of annexation proposed to 
be celebrated. Mr. Van Zandt immediately despatch- 
ed his secretary of legation to Texas for instructions 
how to act and for permission to make a treaty. He 
was told that it was not believed the executive of the 
United States would be sustained by the senate, and 
that the treaty, if made, could secure to its rati- 
fication but a very small number of votes, that to 
make a treaty without a reasonable prospect of event- 
ual success would be worse than useless, that it would 
alienate from us the friendly feelings of France and 
England, that in this situation the apathy which the 
United States government had always, until then, 
evinced towards us, thus deprived of two poweeful 
friends, would probably return; that negotiations for 
peace were going on between the commissioners of 
Texas and Mexico, with a fair prospect of success, 
which would thereby be broken off; and finally, that 
annexation failing, Texas would be no better off, as 
it regarded a settlement of difficulties with Mexico, 
than she was in 1841. But the manufacturers of 


bribery and corruption” kept at work, and in a few 
months many very well informed men were induced 
to believe that the time had arrived when a sufficient 
number of votes could be obtained to secure the ra- 
tification of a treaty; in which opinion I at no time 
coincided. The congress of Texas passed a resolu- 
tion and made an appropriation for an additional min- 


h fey 


nearly two years of peace. The Indians wit 
exceptions, conciliated, no longer hartassed oy, 
tiers. She had become an object of lively aA 
to three of the greatest powers of the worl Ra 
were vieing with each other for her favor. Oth 
nations too were seeking her friendship. No jo, - 
depressed, hopeless and weak, she felt able ne 
stand alone, and tueze existed no longer the sligh, 
danger of her falling into the power of any Euro “s 
government, for her population was substantially re 
publican, whatever their origin, and entirely dery. 
ted to American principles, and to the great cause of 
representative freedom. He who thought the ep, 
trary, evidently showed that he knew nothing of her 
people, and any man who should have undertake , 
“sell her to England” as so often charged upon ih, 
executive of T’exas, would have been in no danger 
of being apprehended asa “traitor,” but only cop. 
fined as a lunatic or laughed at as a fool. 

Truly yours, ANSON JONEs, , 





MESSAGE OF GOV. * 


PRATT. 





The annual message of Governor Pratt to thy 
legislature of Maryland was communicated on the 
28th ult , as follows: 

Senators and Gentlemen of the House of Delezates: 

I can readily suppose that the annual communica 
tion of the executive will be looked for by you al tig 
time with more than ordinary interest. 

It is well known that our state has for the past 
three years been eagaged in the noble struggle to 
meet in good faith her pecuniary engagements. This 
effort was deemed hopeless by many of her most 
prominent citizens, who believed that the excess of 
accruing interes! over the current receipts and con: 
sequent annual inerease of indebtedness, had de. 
monstrated her inability to overcome the pecuniary 
embarrassments which threatened to overwhelm 
her. At as late a period as the last session of the 
legislature there were many of the best citizens of 
the state, and some of the must prominent of her 
legislators, who believed that the time had arrived 
when the state could with safety declare her solven 
cy by fixing the day on which she would pay the in 
terest on her public debt. Under such circumstances 
the puulic mind wiil be directed with peculiar inte 
rest to the fiscal developments of the past year; and 
you gentle.,en, and your constituents, will hear with 
pride and satisfaction, that the bold, honest, and pa 
triotic course of your predecessors, in declaring that 
the state would on the first day of January, 1343, 
resume the payinent of her liabiiities, has been tully 
justified by actual results. 


By the fiscal operations of the two preceding years 
the arrears of interest had been reduced onthe Ist 
of December, 1846, to less than one million three 
hundred thousand dollars. Under the provisions of 
the resumption law of the last session no portion of 
the cash receipts of the treasury were intended to 
be applied to the payment of this interest, and great 
apprehensions were consequently felt lest the amount 
to be funded should be so large as to render the ex 
isting tax laws inadequate to meet with punctualily 
both the interest upon this debt, and upon the ante 
cedent debt of the state. In my last annual message, 





ister who was accordingly sent on to Washington ci- 


and in the report of the committee of ways and 


ty, and with the resident charge negotiated the trea-| means to the lust legislature, the arrears of interest 
ty which, as I expected, failed by a very decided | to be funded were estimated at $1,200,000; and even 


majority in the senate of the United States. 
was foreseen occurred. The governments of.France 
and Great Britain felt disobliged and_ especially as 


the favorable resulis of the negotiations for peace, 


which they had aided to establish, were effectually 
prevented, the negotiations being, in consequence, 
disturbed and broken off. Mexico marshalled an ar- 
my and prepared to invade Texas for the purpose of 
re-subjugating it, a purpose which she was only pre- 
vented from attempting by one of those domestic re- 
vulsions which so often disturb that country. 

But the excitement in the United States on the 
subject of ‘British intrigues” in Texas, which never 


of European powers had been carried so high that 
the presidential election coming on, it became a ral- 
lying point for party, and “Texas and Oregon” be- 


|came as potent words in 1844 as “‘log cabins and 


using their efforts with Mexico in good faith, hoping | hard cider” were in 1840. 


that, if successful through their means in settling the 





difficulties with Mexico and bringing the war, which 


they considered useless, toa close, Texas would be | 


In the meantime Texas had recovered from her 
embarrassment, and was rapidly emerging from her 
difficulties. Her credit was restored, her currency al- 


willing (as they believed it to be her best and high-| most at par, her resources nearly adequate to the 


est interest,) to maintain her independence. 


The; wants of her government, and the country rapidly 


United States acting in like good faith, looked proba-| filling up with an intelligent, enterprising and indus- 


bly to the incorporation of the country inte the Un <' | 








What | 


this estimate intended to cover every probable com 
tungency, was Supposed to be much too sinall df 
those members oi the last legislature who oj»posed 
the resumption bill, which happily passed that body: 
I have now, gentlemen, the gratification to infor 
you that there has been paid in coupons during the 
fiscal year which closed on the first of December 
instant, a sufficient amount to reduce the arrears ° 
interest to be funded below $900,000, which will, 
(rust, relieve the public mind of the apprehension 
upon this ground, which had been engendered by 46 
predictiuns of the opponents of resumption. 4° 
manded, as 1 believe that measure was, by a 
honesty, and justice, | by no meuns intend to 1M! 


; is who op 
had an important fact to stand upon, and the jealousy | Ceosure to thuse members of the legislature 


posed its passage. 1am well aware that they ere 


. ‘ h 
constrained in thear opposition to resumption. PY 7 
belief that the state could not maintain the “e 
position which she thereby assumed; and | ‘9 
fully persuaded that no portion of the commun) 
will rejoice more sincerely than those geoione: 
in the evidence now afforded of her ability bal 
all the liabilities imposed by the passage ° 
measure, 


2 gs 40 

The adequacy of the existing revenue ype 

maintain the public faith is, therefore, [rom reer : 
sic importance, and by reason of the diversily 





trious population. She had enjoyed an interval of 





" thd 
} opinion entertained and expressed by your predece 
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~ atill the subject of paramount interest to the peo- 
ie of the state; and I propose with your indulgence 
mine the question somewhat in detail, in the 
" or removing the doubts of all, who will follow 
e in this important investigation. Nor can | believe, 
that this inquiry will be altogether without interest 
to any of you, a8 conclusions opposed to those at 
which 1 shall arrive, would impose on you the mani 
fest duty to make the receipts equal the demands 
ypon the treasury, by increase of the present, or the 
imposition of other taxes. 
jam relieved in a great degree from the labor of 
this investigaticn by the minute examination of the 
yarious sources of revenues embraced in the annual 
coumunications which I have heretofore submitted 
to the legislature; and ] must be permitted to refer 
ou to those communications for my views of the 
olicy, equality ard justice of the revenue laws 
which have been passed; and for such suggestions as 
experience and reflection have induced me to believe 
would mmprove the revenue of the state, particularly 
{rom her investments in the various works of inter- 
nai improvement. ] shall at this time restrict myself 
to the inquiry “hether the existing sources of reve- 
nue are adequate to meet with certainty and pune- 
tuality all the future demands upon the treasury.— 
{t will occur toevery mind thatin the prosecution 
of this inquiry it will be necessary to establish as a 
preliminary the extent of the annual demands upon 
the coffers of the state. The passage of the biennial 
session bill will lessen the expenses of the govern- 
ment by one half the cost of a session of the legisla- 
ture; and the ordinary expenses of the state, may be 


sors, 


pow estimated at $128,000 
The interest on the public debt exclusive 
of the funded debt of October, 1847, 13 651,821 


And the interest of the funded debt of 
October, ’47, is about 

Making the whole annual demands upon 
the state, 


year be referred to as sufficient to establish the ad- 
equacy of the present sources of revenue, to meet 
this demand? However we may ditler as to the con- 
clusiveness of the argument drawn from this source, 
{ will not be deprived of the gratification of announc- 
ing to you that the fact that the gross receipts of the 
treasury in the past year have amounted to more 


than $1,300,000, and more than double the interest 
for the same period upon the whole public debt of 


54,600 | herself until the grants so improvidently conferred 


$934,421 | from this system as large a revenue as possibie, as 
May not the receipts of the treasury for the pust | some equivalent for the many evils it bas inflicted 


the tax of 1847 will-necessarily diminish the re- 
ceipts from the direct tax for the current year; and 
although you may rely after the present fiscal year. 
upon the direct tax for the amount of revenue which 
it should regularly and legitimately produce, ! shall 
only estimate the receipts for the current year from 
that source at $300 000. 

1 must now gentlemen, direct your consideration 
to the sources of revenue other than the direct tax, 
upon which the state must mainly rely for this year, 
at least, for the ability to meet her engagem: nts.— 
Without e tering upon a field of inquiry, which has 
been heretofore too frequently explored by me to 
permit the indulgence of the hope that it could be 
made interesting or useful to you, I will content 
myself in giving you the actual receipts for the 
past year for those sources; and in asking your at- 
tention for a moment only to such of them, as will 
in my Jucgment certainly supply increased revenue 
in future. The actual receipts for the past year 
from the sources of revenue other than the direct 
tax have amounted to about $600,000. If you add 
to this sam $300.000, the estimated receipt from the 
| direct tax, you will have nine hundred thousand dol- 
| lars, as the receipts for the current year; upon the 
| hypothesis, that the receipts from those sources for 
the current, will only equal the receipts for the past 
year. Even upon this hypothesis, therefore, it is 
apparent that the receipts will exceed the demand 
upon the treasury for the current year; and I will 
vow proceed to show that from some of these colla 
tera] sources an increased revenue may be confidently 
expecied. 

I will first invite your attention to the lottery sys 
tem, in which the siate has been so unfortunately in- 
volved by the unadvised legislation of tormer years; 
and from which she cannot constitutionally extricate 








‘have been gratified. No one will deny the policy, 
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from which you have in my judgment every reason 

to expect increased receipts for the present year.— 

The report of the Baltimore and Susquehanna rail- 

road company, which is herewith transmitted will 

show that after keeping the read in repair and buy- 

ing such new cars, &c., as the road required, they 

have in the past year paid all the debts of the com- 

pany, amounting to $35,000, and have paid into the 
state treasury, $33,000; thus establishing the accura- 
cy of the views expressed by me in my last annual 
message, and proving, beyond controversy, that with 
the same trade and proper supervision, they will be 
enabled to pay to the state in the current year the 
amount which in the past year was absorbed tn the 
payment of the debts of the company, in addition 
to the amount paid into the treasury in that year: 

making the receipts which may be fairly estimated 
from this source for the current year, $68,000. You 
have, therefore, gentlemen, another item of in-reas- 
ed revenue amounting to $35,000, to aid you in form- 
ing an estimate favorable to the ability of the state 
to meet her engagements. As the state is entitled 
to the whole ret receipts of the company, and has 
the entire control of its affairs, by having the ap- 
pomtment of a majority of its directors, | cannot 
torvear before leaving the subject, to admonish you 
of the importance of selecting fit and qualified di- 
reclors to represent an interest of so much mo- 
ment to the state, The revenue which the state 
will derive from her vast outlay in this work will 
avsolulely depend upon your selection of directors; 
and |am well assured that you will not suffer pri- 
vate feelings or personal considerations, to influence 
you in the discharge of this highly important public 
duly. 

The Susquehanna and Tide Water Canal Compa- 
nies have paid into the treasury in the past fiscal 
year $66,550, being the interest which for the same 
period bad accrued on their liabilities to the state; 
and still owe the state $64,750 for arrears of interest 





‘upon society. Soon after the commencement of my 
| official duties my attention was directed to this sub 


| ject; and being satisfied that the state was receiving 


|a much smaller revenue than she should derive fromm 
/a system so pregnant with evil to her citizens, I de 


| termined with the assistance of the gentlemen who 
| had been appuinted the state lottery commissioners 
| to bring about a cifferent result for the future; and 
|every one I am satisfied will learn with pleasure the 


gratification of informing you that after reducing 
the arrears of interest to be funded below $900,000 


the treasurer lias provided for the January interest | thousand dollars. 


on both the sterling and currency debts, and has in 


the treasury al the present moment more than enough 
cash to pay the expense of the present sessi vn, and 
the quarter’s interest which will fail due in April 
The argument in favor of the future suffi- 
ciency of the present sources of revenue, drawn | 
from the past receipts for the same sources, will be 
conclusive of the question under consideration, ua- 


next. 


Jess from some known cause there should be wel 


founded reason to believe that the receipts from 
some one or more of those sources of revenue will 
be diminished in future to an extent equal to the ex- 
cess of the present receipts over the ascertained de- 


mands upon the state. 


After a full examination of the multiplied cources 


from which the revenues of the state are now de 


rived, entered upon with the object of communicat- 


ing accurate information upon this truly importan 


subject, | have now the pleasure to state to you, as 


' increased. 





The annual revenue from the lottery | sustained wo divect injury. 
System prior to 1846, had ranged from stx to eight 
By the contract entered into by 
the commissioners in November, 1845, for one year 
| from that date, the revenue for the fiscal year end- 
‘ing on the first of December, 1846, «as increased to | i tuture. 
| seventeen thousa:d nine hundred and seventy-one 
| dullars; and by the passage of the actof 1845, chap- 
ter 92, which requires lottery tickets to be stamped, 
| the revenue for the fiscal year ending on the first of 
| December instant, mscluding a payment of $4371 
| lor stamps made since, but which accrued before dg 
that day has amounted to about thirty-nine thousand profits whieh musthave resuited from the suspen- 
|'six hundred dollars. As satisfactury as these results| sion of trade on the Pennsylvania works caused by 
‘for the last two years must be, 1 will now proceed | the freshets of October and November oj the present 
| to show, what it was my object in adverting to this | year. 


which had anticedently accrued. [had confi tentiy 
expected that these companies would have paid ia 
| the past year one half the arrears of imterest due 
from them, in addition to the accruing i:terest for 
the year; and butfor the concurrence of a series of 
untoward events such as may hol again be expected 
| to happen, that expectation would have been realiz- 
ed. For, in the past year, although the freshets 
| which have occurred have been more frequent, and 
|» their effects upon works of this description more 
| disastrous than any previous year, 1 aw informed by 
| the president of these co.npamies thal this canal tas 
We are justified, I 
think, in conclucing fiom this fact that these com 
panies, taught by the experience resulting from tne 
disasters of 1846, have nov so cCunstructed their 
canal as to render it jess subject to those casualties 
Every one who will louvk for a momeat 
to the position of this canal, Connected at its north- 
ern termious witb the gigantic works of internal 
improvement constructed by Peansylvania, and 
forming one of the means by which the immense 
tcade of those works reaches the sea board, will at 
oace comprehend the extentol the diminution of 





lit has however been very properly suggesied 


subject tu show, that the revenue from this source | vy the president of these cumpaties that this mmay be 


- | greatly exceed that of the last year. 


for the current and two following fiscal years will| considered rather as @ suspensivn than asa los: of 
Prior to the | profil, as the products which have been for the 
|act uf 1846, chapter 118, the lottery commissioners | me arrested, will be the first loseck a market upon 
t| were not authorised to contract for a longer period | the opening ul those works in the spring of the next 

than one year; by that act they were empowered to ‘year, and the profits of this suspended trade wil of 


the result of that investigation, that the aggregate | Contract for the drawing of the state or consolida'ed | cuurse sell the receipis of the canal fur tie eur. 


receipts whieb will fuw in future from all the source 


of revenue, except the direct tax, cannot fail to ex- | 
ceed the receipts from the same sources for the 


past fiscal year. The reverse of thos: causes, whic 


occasioned the non payment of the direct tax for 


] 


ed to, and approved by the governor. 


s | lotlerses for a term not exceeding three years, pro-| rent fiscal year. 
vided the contract made by them should be submit: | 
Acting under 
h | this law the commissioners have made a contract 
upproved of by me, with ample security for its ful- 


I du not believe, therefore, that I shall be thought 
wrong in estimating, (nat tue receipts from those 
companies for the current, will exceed the receipts 


‘ 


fur tne past year, by une nalf of the arrear of inie- 


several years prior to eighteen hundred and lorty- 
five—the repeal of the coupon law, to take effect 
from the first of October last, and consequent desire 
of the people to avail themselves of that medium of 
P2yment—and perhaps more than sll these causes, 
the awakened desive of the citizens of our state to 
see the public faith maintained, and ber ability to 
resume the payment of her liabilities fully estab- 
lished, have caused the receipts {rom the direct tax 
in the past year to exceed the estimate of the treasur- 
er bY the sum of $269,821, and to meet fuliy my ex- 
Pectations, 

Whilst the accruing revenue from the direct tax 
eing one-fourth of one per cent upon the assessed 
Property of the staie amounted (o about $500,000, 
the actual receipts from that source in the past year 
have amounted to $769 821, making an excess oi re 
Celpls over the revenue which accrued for that pe- 

Tod, of $269,821. 
his exeess derived to the extent of $281,180 from 








fiiment, by which the state will receive for the cur- | rest now due from thea. 


rent aud two following fiscal years, she annual sum 
of fifly one thousand dollars; thus exhibiting an in- 
ciease of about filly thousana dollars over the re- 





lf Law rigtntin this ests. 
mate, you will receive from there companies for the 


current year about $100,000, beg a: excess of 
$33,5UU, over the recespts tur the past year. 


The 


venue received irom this source for the year 1844;| act of December ses-ion 1845, wuich directs the 
and ap increase of about eleven thousand four hun- | treasurer to retain the lax nuposed upon the stock 
dred dollars over the receipts of the past year —/ oi this state, which is wade operative by the re- 


You have therefore, gentlemen, from this item the 


mate of the state’s abiiiiy to meet the obligations 
consequent upon her determinatiuon to resume the 
paymeot of her debts. 

Passing from this subject,: nd without adverting 
lu the tax upon the commissions oi executors, ad 
minisirators and tiusiees, or to the lax upou collate- 
ral .pheritauces, or to the stamp lax, except to slute 
my Conviction tbat the revenue irom each will be 
increased in (be current year; 1 will pursue the in 
quity to which | have invited your attention, by re- 
lerring to two of the works of internal improvement 


t 


! 


additional revenue of $11,400, te enlarge your esti: | 


} 





sumplion of paywent by the slute, will furuish ano- 
iner stew of addttiunal revenue tor the present year 
which may be estimated at 928 UUU. 

| have uttewmpted to shuw, geunuiemen, that, from 
the four sources of revenue specified by ime, tne 
excess of receipts for the curreut over the past year 
will amount to $107 900, which if realized, will 
make the whole receipts tor the yearamwount to 
$1,007,900, exceeding the estimated dewaads upou 
ine treasury forthe whole year, by the sua of 
$173,479. But, as the treasurer aiter paying the 
interest which fails due on the sterliug deOt un the 
firet gi January, bad in the treasury on the Ist of 
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December inst.,a surplus of $328.499. you will have 
this surplus in addition to the estima'ed receipts for 
the vear to ensure the ability of the state to meet 
the residue of her habilities for the current year. 

Although we cannot entertain the Fope of receiv- 
ing at this time. additional revenue from the other 
works of internal improvement with which the state 
is connected, | will with your indulgence refer to 
one of them as furnishing, when completed to its 
contemplated western terminus, the probable means 
of relief to the state from the onerous tax vecasion- 
ed by her advances for its prosecution. It cannot 
have escaped your observation that much of the le- 
gislation upon this subject may be attributed to the 
exagzerated estimates formed by your predecessors 
of the ability of the state to complete the stupen- 
dous works of internal improvement which were 
simultaneously commenced by her. It is very clear 
to my mind that if the state had only engaged in 
such of those works as she possessed the ability to 
complete, «or had possessed the ability to complete 
all which she commenced, that the necessity for tax- 
ation would not have existed, or wouid have ceased 
to be required at the present time. 

The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, however, to 
which | desire to refer, commenced under the j nt 
auspices of the United States, and the states of Vir- 
ginia and Maryland; and the grandeur of its design 
was fuliy commensurate with the ability of the three 
governments, and worthy of the memory of the Fa- 
ther of his country, by whom it was projected. ‘This 
great work commenced under such auspices, was 
soon after abundoned by the United States and V.r- 
ginia, and left for its completion to the unaided re- 
sources of our own state. The original design of 
making the Ohio river the western, and the cily 
of Baltimore the eastern te:minus of this gigantic 
work was of course given up alter the abandonment 
of the enterprise by the United States and Virginia; 
and Marjland, in her efforts to complete the work 
tou Cumberland, has expended upwards of ten mil- 
hons of dollars, without the return of a single dollar, 
and without obtaining a market fur the immense 
minefal resources which it was intended to deve- 
lop. 
The gloom, which has for so long a period over- 
shadowed this noble enterprise, is nu v dispelled; and 
this canal, we have every reason to believe, will be 
completed to Cumberland before the next meeting 
of the legislature. I have, gentlemen, unfeigned 
pleasure in communicating to you this satisfactory 
intelligence; for I am fully persuaded that this work, 
destined ultimately to relieve your constituents from 
the greater portion of the taxes now paic by them, 
wili in less than two years from its completion, com 
mence to return some equivalent for the immense 
treasure expended io its construction. J transinit 
for your intormation the annual report of this com- 
pany, bearing date the 7th June, 1847, and prior to 
the consummation of the arrangement tor the com- 
pletion of the canal. Unless | am deceived in the 
prospect before us, [ shall be~ disappointed if wy 
successor before the expiration of his term of ser 
vice, does nut have the privilege to recornmend the 
decrease of the direct lax, or the repeal of some | 
one or more of the other taxes, tle imposition of | 
which was imperatively required by the extreme 
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such measures; my sole object is to show the despe- 
rate condition of the monetary affairs of the state, 
in the opinion of many of her best and ablest citi- 
zens. 

Having consented to serve in the position I now 
occupy with the hope of restoring the credit of the 
state, and with the determination of devoting my 
whole time and energies to that object, it became 
my duty to suggest the means by which an end, so 
desirable in the opinion of all, could be attained.— 
Satisfied that the resort to an increase of the direct 
tax would be not only unjust but unaviling to meet 
the enormous deficit in the revenue of the state, I 
was constrained either to abandon the only object 
which induced the acceptance of the office to which 
I had been elected, or to resort to other expedients. 

I was fully aware of the odium which would at- 
tach to all those expedients with different portions 
of the com:nunity, and I relied for my justification 
upon the adequacy of the means suggested to an- 
swer the great end for which they were designed; 
and | relied upon the patriotisin and honesty of the 
people for their approbation of measures which 
would restore the honor and credit of their state.— 
The result, gentlemen, is before you. The state, 
after paying in each year as much interest as ac- 
crued for the same period, has in three years reduc- 
ei the arrears of interest from $1,450,961 to less 
than $900,000. She has declared her solvency Sy 
resuming the payment of her debis; and with the 
means which I have brought to your consideration, 
and the well known energy and talent of my succes- 
sor in office, she can and will maintain her present 
proud position. 


I cannot omit bringing to your notice the con.tuct 
of a citizen of Maryland who has been for many 
years past, and is now a resident of London, to 
which my altention has been directed witnin a few 
days past, as illustrative of the deep interest felt by 
our citizens abroad in the determination to which 
you have come to resture the credit of their state. 
Under the provisions of the act of 1335, commis- 
Sioners were appointed to negotiate the loan autho- 
rised by that act, twoof whom received tne cou 
pensation to which they were entitled under its pro- 
visions; but Mr. George Peabody, the gentleman to 
whom ] have refere.ce, has never claimed or re- 
ceived one dollar of compensation, as one of those 
commissioners. lam infurwed that whilst (he state 
was struggling with her pecuniary difficulties, he 
felt unwilling as one of her citiz-ns to add to her 
burthens; and lam now officially informed that he 
relinquishes his claim to compensation, feeling him- 
self sufficiently remunerated for his services by the 
restored credit of his state. 

l have not seen the report of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Company; out have learned indirectly 
that the dividend of three per cent. declared for the 
present year, isto be paid tothe city of Baltimore 
in the bonds of the company, and to the other stock 
holders, (including the state,) 1a cash. The state 
has therefore received her divideod tur the last year; 
but the dividend of the preceding year still remains 
unpaid. ‘The suit instituted fur its recovery vy the 
atlurney general under resvlutiun No. 65 of the fast 
session, is now pending in the court of appeals; 
and ils result will be communicated to you by that 





necessities of the stute. It has been my unpleasant 
duly to seize upon every expedient by which mouvey | 
could be placec in the treasury of Lhe stale; it will, 
I trus!, be his more agreeable duly to recommend | 
the repeal of thuse taxes which in his judgment. 


have proved mos: oppressive to the peopl. 


] must be permitted, gentiemnen, before | proceed | 
to the consideration of viher matiers to which I shall | 
ask your allention, to tuke a retrospective view of | 
the coftdition of the state in 1344, and of her rela- | 
tive Condition ai the present time. A few senieuces | 
will suffice jor this purpase—Governor Thomas, in | 
the able message which he transmitied to the legis- | 
Jature which copvened m Devemver 1344, aunouuc- 
ed the facts, that the arrears of interest on the pub- 
lic debt, amounted at the close of the fiscal year ou 
the first of December 1844, to $1,450 961 S5U—that | 
the revenue lawe then in furce were net odscerved— 
and if fully enforced, that they were whoiely made- 
quate to arrest the progressive increase ul Charges 
against the treasury. Many of those whu stvod high 
in the confidence of the stale, upenly avowed eve. 
in her legislative halls, the opinion thal the slate was 
upable to pay her debis; wnd that it was therelore 
inexpedisul and unnecessarily oppressive lo the peo- 
ple, to legisiate upon the subject of her devis, except 
upon the sssumed hypothesis of ber madilily bo pay. 
Hence the introduction in the legislature of a ciass 
of measdres designed to coerce tue creditors of the 
Hate, 10 iske her claims upon the works of internal 

wprovement consirucied by her, in discharge of her 
abilities, &e ,&c. | by no aeans desigu to impute 





upruper motives to those gentiemen who advocated 


ufiver, peior to your adjournment. The prosperity 
of the state is deeply involved in the successful pro- 
seculion of this auble enterprise. The original de- 
sign of tis work, as of the Cnesapeake and Oniv 
Canali, was by connecting the Oi river with the 
Chesapeake bay at Baltimore, to secure tothe state 
the vast trade of the west, and thereby raise that 
cily in the scale of commercial importance to the 
elevated position which her central location and the 
energy aud emerprise of her citizens entitle her to 
occupy. Bul this great work, which by the express 
limitavion of its charter and supplements was to have 
been cowpleted in 1842, still has its western termni 


)uus at Cumberland, and the great advantages which 


were expected {trom it haye not been, and cagnot 
be, realised unti! it reaches the Ohio river, its con- 
lemplaied western terminus. in suggesting the 
course which should in my judgment be taken by 
you, to secure the completion of a work 80 momen- 
lously important tu the state, | am conscious that I 
shall ve misrepresented by some, whose habit it has 
been to vituperate all who have formed conclusions, 
ur entertained and expressed opinions different from 
those which they have done the world the bonor to 
enunciate. I shall however, gentlemen, discharge 
»ual 1 Conceive to be my duty tu the state, leaving 
it to your judgment, and to ume, and the sober re- 
fiectivn of the people, to do me justice. You are 
aware that for several years past the public atten- 
lion has been directed to two points upon the Oho 
river, as the western terminus of this road; the one 
at Pittsburg, and the viher at or below Wheeling — 





— 





intimate a preference of one over the other of th 
points, as the proper terminus for this wor : “e. 
looking to the struggle of our sister state, (> gr " 
the trade which it was the design of this work | 
secure to our commercial city, | start with the r 
tion, that possessing the power, it will be plain} 
your duty, before the privilege conferred by the ic 
gi-lation of Pennsylvania and Virginia to make th 
road to either pint is lost to us, to determine that 
the privilege shall be availed of, to make the roag , 
one or the other of these points. In the considers, 
tion of this subject, it must also be remembere; that 
the legislature will not again assemble for two years 
and that your successors will not have the power 
over it which you now possess. If therefore yoy 
omitto exercise the power with which you ar 
clothed, and the authority to construct the roaq to 
the Onio river should be consequently lost, the ey; 
effects of that omission will be irretrievable. | pro, 
pose to present my views in a very few sentences } 
inviting your consideration first, of the power whic) 
you possess over this subject, and secondly, of the op. 


Ject for which that power should be exercised. Yo; 


contro! over this subject arises from two sources,— 
First, by reason of the non user of the state bonds ap. 
propriated by the act of 1835, chapter 395, for the 
completion of this work, within the time expressly |). 
mited in the charter of this company, aud its Sup. 
plements, you have now the legal right to direct the 
application of those bonds to the construction of the 
road by a route to the Ohio river, which you may de. 
cide to be the best und most practicable. Secondly, 
your power over this subject tHhows from your right to 
apoint ten directors to represent the state al the bourd 
of the company. This board is composed of thirty 
directors, of whom eight are appointed by the city 
vl Baltimore, twelve by the private stockolders, and 
len by the state. 


In a board thus constituted, the appointment by 
you of ten directors with a view to elfect a particu- 
lar object, and that object so vitally imp rtant as 
the counection of the city of Baltiinore with the 
Ohio river, by a continuous railroad, would have 
great weight. If, in addition to this, you should 
appoint directors whose opinions are Kav vn to agres 
with you in reference to the object you have cou. 
cluded to effect, ther united vote would be cast to 
effect the result vetermined on, and would (with the 
declaration by you that the bonds of the state now 
in the hands of this company should be applied only 
as prescibed by you,) eusure the concurrence of the 
board. The only object which you can desire to 
effect by the exercise of the power for which I have 
contended, will be the completion of this road to 
the Onio river, without further delay; and the only 
inquiry of vital importance will be, whether the com- 
pay possess the means t» construct te road by either 
of the routes which they have the authority to take, 
or whether they have the ability to complete the 
road by one only of those routes. The calauitics 
which have heretofore befalien the state from tie 
over estimate of the means, and under estimates of 
the cost of completing the various works with which 
the state is connected, sufficiently demunfistrate the 
unportance of this inquiry to ensuce its full consi. 
deration by you; and it only remains for me to sug- 
gest the manner in which the Inquiry May ve Cun: 
ducted to arrive ata satisfactory conclusion. By 
the examination of the engineers, who lave survey- 
ed both routes, you can readily ascertain the rela- 
live cost of each; and you can require of the direc- 
tors on the part of the state a candid exhibit of the 
means possessed by the company Jo construct the 
roud by either route. Twis information will enable 
you to decide, without difficuliy, the all important 
question whether the company possess the means of 
imishing the road by either or only one of these 
routes. Shuuld you come to the conclusion, which 
] trust you may, that the company have the meats 
with the aid of the bonds of the state now held by 
them, to complete the road by the more expensive 
of tue two routes, (which is understood to be the 
route preferr.d by tue board, as now coustituted,) [ 
would advise the continuance of such of the prese®! 
directors as are known to be in favor of that roule, 
and the substitution of uthers in the place of thusé 
who are kaown to be opposed to the adoption ° 

thut route. But, if, upon a full investigation of the 
question, you should conclude that the means? 
ihe company including the state bonds, are inade- 
quate, or of doubiful sudiciency to ensure the Spee 
dy completion of the road by this route, it wiil 4 
clearly incumbent on you to use all the power wil 

which you are clothed to secure the selection 0 - 

other aud less expensive route, by which it 13 8° 


mitted that the road may be completed with - 
present means of the company. ht would be ct 


reperable calamity to the city of Baltimore, 3° 
the state, if her bonds in the hands of this compa?) 





1, 18 NOt in my province to decide, nor do | intend to | were used in the Consiruction of this work wiiou 
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# additional means of completion. I 
7 2 oe invoke for this subject, your ser tous con- 


tion of the blind and deaf and dumb, require the| 


| proceedings. 


> to have discharged the whule duty imposed by that 


| nay think right. 


| tion, and to one of which I particularly request your | 


» ed ceriainty of punishment, caused by such an ex- 
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I must, 


d 1 shall rejoice at any conclusion to 
rage ner come by Jehich this noble enterprise 
ays speedily consummated. — 

"i have received from the commissioner of loans, a 
of the record of bonds issued by him for cou- 
one under the provisions of the act of December 
erent 1846, chapter 238, and which I now trans- 
sit to you, 38 required by the third section of that 
‘oe j also transmit two letters received from that 
weer in reply to letters of inquiry addressed to 
him asking for information as to the probable 
amount of mterest to be funded, under the provi- 
sion of that act, from which you will see that the 
amount will be under $900,000. 
Tne acts of assembly which provide for the tui- 


overnor to report annually to the legislature, the 
amount expended for those objects. In the past 
year the sum of $600, has been paid for the educa- 
tion of the blind, and $1,344,86, for the education 
of the deaf and dumb. | 

By resolution No. 3, of December session, 1844 | 
the sum of $3000 was appropriated to be expended | 
by me in repairing and furnishing the government, 
house. I respecttully request that you will appuint | 
acommittee to examine the vouchers which | have | 
reserved, showing the expenditure of this fund. 

As directed by resolution No. 27 of the last ses- | 
sion, | have delivered to the Maryland Historical | 
Society, -uch books and papers as appeared to be | 





| indicated by that resolution, and [ have caused the | 


receipt of the society, embracing a catalogue of the | 
books and papers to be recorded with the executive | 


By resolution, No. 54 of the last session, the go- | 
vornor was directed to pay to the commissioners ap- | 
pointed noder resolition No. 36, of December | 


) session 1845, in relation to the public buiidings, ihe | 


sum of three hundred dollars. Two of the com-| 


missioners named in the resolution of 1845, claiming | 


resolution, and to be entitled to the whole compen- 
sation, | have paid them two hundred dollars, and 
have left the residue in the treasury to be paid as you 


| have received, and now transmit for your infor- 
mation, the annual report of the directors of the 
Maryland Penitentiary. This document, prepared | 
with more than ordinary ability, contains many | 
valuable suggestions in reference to the,;management | 
of the institution, &c., well worthy your considera- | 





allention. The report states that there are now 
confined in the penitentiary fourteen convicts who} 
are, and a wajorily of Whom were inssne at the | 
ime they were sent to that institution, & the directors | 
request such legislation as will authorize their re- 
moval ‘oa More appropriate place of confinement. | 
The benevolence and humanity of this suggestion | 
willcommend it to your consideration, and will be | 
sufficient to command your favorable action. 
Having always entertained the Opinion that the exe 
cull¥e power of remitting the punishment prescrib- 
ed for the infraction of the criminal law should be 
but rarely exercised, I have during my term of éer- 
Vice granted nolle prosequis but in two cuses; aud | 
have Hol, eXcept in a single instance granted a 
pardon without the recommendation of the judges 
velore whom the party had been tried. If I have 
tired upon this subject, it has been an error of judg- 
Ment, persisied in very frequently, when my feelings 
Would have dictated a ditlerent course. I have, 
Owever, the satisfaction tu believe that the imcreus- 


ys Ol this power, has lessened in some degree 
ts Fequency of crime; and that my course upon 
8 subject so difficult and harrassing to myself, has 
Proved beneficial to society, 
m ae received, and now transmit resolutions of 
. egisiatures of the states of Connecticut and 
28 “ee Island in favor of the construction of a rail 
“¢ across the continent of North America, ar‘ 
ene of the general assembly vf the former 
i prota the subject uf the existing war with Mex- 
be ie : ariug “that if any territory shall hereafter 
rm rs she by the United Siates or annexed there- 
ea ye by which such territory is acquired or 
ye : “ hatever such act may be, should contain 
elie erable fundamental article or provision, 
tercinane slavery shail be forever excluded tiow the 
ak . aseeirer or aunexed.” Whilst the sources 
them sag these resolutivos have emanated entitle 
chai a respectiul consideration, the subject and 
_eCler of the Jattier resujution will claim sour 
Parlicuiar attention. 
the oe foustitution of the United States secures tu 
: Zens of any territory velonging to the United 


one of the United States, with such republican 


or may deem most conducive to their happiness; 
and no state has the constitutional right to interfere 
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that fuzitive slaves made felons hy our act of 1838, 
cannot be demanded as fugitives from justice. You 
have in the third ease evidence of the successful de- 
termination of the citizens of that «tate, that tugitive 
slaves shall not be given up, when that object is 
sought to be attained in the manner prescribed by 
the act of congress. And you have in the last case, 
the fact that a slave indicted for an attempt to mur- 
der his master cannot be delivered up for trial by 
the authorities of that state, when demanded in 
strict accordance with the constitution of the United 
States, and the act of congress passed to make el- 
fectual this declared object of that instrument. 

The institution of slavery existed in Maryland long 
before the revolution, by the act of British subjects, 
and by the authority and sanction of the government 
of Great Britain. Thus introduced and existing, 
the rights of property of the citizens of each state 
over their slaves were as fully recognized, and ia- 
tended to be as fully protected by the constitution of 
the Urited States, as the rights of property of the 
citizen over any other subject. 

The 2d section of the 4th article of the constitu- 
tion of the United States was designed to perform 
the double office of reeognisi g the tithe, and pro- 

1 wish, gentlemen, that I could close this commu: | tecting the rights of the master. It suDse- 
nication without adverting toa subject, which it quently found that some iegisiation by» congress was 
gives me great pain to be obliged to bring to your | Fequisite to prescribe the manner io whieh the rights 
attention. The course pursued by the authorities of the citizens ol each state intended to be secured 
and citizens of Pennsylvania towards the execulive by that constitution, should be enforced within the 
and citizens of this state, upon the subject of fugi jurisdiction of the other states; and the act of con- 
tive slaves, clearly demonstrates the inadequacy of | gress referred to, of 1773, chap 152, was passed for 
existing constitutional and legal provisions to pro- that obj ct. The protection thus atforded was ade- 
tect our citizens, in the enjoyment of their rignts | quale for many years; and uotil the spirit of abolition 
over this portion of their property. The fir-t sec. | became an active polrtical element In some of the 
tion of the act of 1838, chapter 63, declares thatthe non—-laveholding states, the plain requisition of the 
escape of a slave from this state into any other state | constitution and law of the United States upon this 
shall be deemed a felony; and the third section i subject was conformed to by the authorities aud ci- 
makes it the duty of the governor, upon the presen- lizens of all the states. Butsice the introduction 
tation to him of proof of the fact, by affidavit or | of this fanatical spirit, the barmony which had exist 
indictment, to demand such slave as a fugitive from | ed between all the states of this Union has been fre- 
justice, from the proper authorities of the state, | quently interrupted, and now the constitutional right 


isto which the slave may have escaped. On the 9th , of the citizen of a slave state to demand and receive 
of February last, [ issued a requisition upon the | 


form of government as they may choose to adopt, 


with, or restrict the rights thus secured to the citi 

zens of such territory; nor have the congress of the 
United States the constitutional power to prescribe 
whether slavery shall or shall notexist within the 
limits of such new state, it being exciusively the 
right of the citizens of such territory to decide tha’, 
and all such questions for themselves. 

Whilst I admit that every state has a right to de- 
clare, whether territory conquered by the United 
States shall be held by or annexed to the United 
States, as a part of the territory thereof, I deny the 
right of any stale or of the United States, to pre- 
scribe for such territory if acquired, any condition 
not recognised by the constitution as incident to the 
other territories of the United States. My respect 
for the state from which it emanated will not permit 
me to speak of the injustice of a resolve, by which 
the citizens of the slave states would be excluded 
with their property from territury, which, tf annex- 
ed, will have been acquired by conquest, achieved by 
the blood and treasure of the whole union. 





Was 








his slave wher they escaped to a non—slaveholding 
governor of Pennsylvania, for the delivery to the | State, if not disregatded by the authorities, ts suc- 
agent of this state of negroes Charles and Ellick | cesstully resisted with impunity by the citizens of 
Gray; and on the 27th of March of the same year, that state. — | have, gentlemen, reluctantly :elerred 
a requisition for the delivery of Samuel Lockwood, | to this subject. It Is ole of momentous limportance, 
charged with the offence of escaping trom their involving in its possible consequences the Jesiruction 
masters, into the state of Pennsylvania. ‘Whe first | of the best government which bas ever been institute 
requisition was based upon affidaviis, and the second | ed by human wisdom. It is a subject which should 
upon an indictment in Wastington county court, | not be approached by you with feelings of anger to- 
charging the jelony s; ecified in the act of 1838, to | wards our brethren of other states. It should be 
which L have referred. The governor of Pennsyl | considered with forbearance, aud with the determi- 
vania refused in both cases to gratify my demand, | waiin, by aD appeal to the sense of justice——to the 
and accompanied his refusai in the latter case, with | patriotisa and love of country—aud to the honor 
the opinion of the attorney general of that state, | and ‘ever feelings of our national brethren, lo avert 
declaring that the act of the genera! assembly of | theculamities which must flow trom their persistance 
this state of 1838 was deemed unconstitutional by |in the cuurse of action indicated by me, upon this 
the authorities of Pennsylvania. ‘unfurtusate subject. 1 cannot but believe, gentle- 


After this decision, the citizens of Maryland could | ‘0° cass propes ya oye DY you to our sister stale 
only rely, in regard to Penusylvania, mpon the re- nd dren cba crm ton Phy seh iranknses end 
dress affurded by the act of congress of 1793, chap. | friendly ee rosie y Peat wert with such a ree 
152. Shortly alter this decision «as known, several | Sponse and such ge eter ar: by her, as would 
slaves, belonging to citizens of Wastington county, | "°™ove vege sada - <8 alee and com- 
having mude their escape into Pennsylvania, their piart. 7 -" pir ac ee ssibsls ro Parte og 1 
owners determined to take the course prescribed by [have sy cane a cena gt oT ees ity of other than 
the act of congress. They agcordingly went to | favorable ra, pyre aa wht ether.” 
Pennsylvania, and having proved their property, and | Having a meal eae Howes opinion which I 
obtained from the proper authorities of that stute the | have never va . ain sheen re rach state pos- 
required certificate, they arrested their slsves, and | *°5S%% the ete pe 1 power tu declare what acts 
were bringing them to this state, when they were | shail be ‘consiaered Sulonies within her own limits, [ 
resisted by an overwhelming number of the citize.s |C@neot think the 2 rE oe I have referred 
of that commonwealth, who proceeded to take from | 0! the attorney eae He chusylvania, can lave 
them a portion of their slaves by violence, which re. successiully controverted a position so appareutly 
sulted in the death of Mr. Kennedy, an estimable | ¢!!-evident as inis Is to my mind. 
and valuable citizen of this state. | will bringto| I regret that | lave no opportunity of examining 
your notice avother case before | offer any comment | the argument easbraced in that paper; when it was 
upon the subject. On the 26th of April last, Ide- | received | enclosed it with the letter of the governor 
manded of the governor of Pennsylvauia, as a fugi to the attorney general of thiy state, with the re. 
tive from justice. Isaac Brown, the slave of Mr. |quest that he would examine the subject, and give 
Alexander Somerville, of Catvert county, who had | me bis opinion for your information. 1| have neither 
been indicted lor an allempt to assassinate his mas- |received from the attorney general of Vlaryland, the 
ter. ‘The governor in this case issued his warraut | opinion which | enclosed to him, nor his opinion, but 
for the arrest and delivery of the criminal! to the |1 suppose both will be received in a few days, when 
agent of this state. He was arrested in Philadei- | they shall be imsmediately transmitted to you. 
phia, and aller a protracted trial before one of the l aw sure, gentlemen, | may claim your tndul- 
tribunals of that cily, involving the legality of the | genet for relerring to one other subject, of deep in- 
governor’s warrant, the court directed his delivery |lerestto the whole country. Jallude to the war 
to the officer of this siate, and to avoid the threat. | with Mexico, which hus been conducted to the pre- 
eved violence of the pupuiace, the court placed the | seul Moment with unabated acti.ity. Phe intimate 
criminal 10 the custody of the sherifl, until the agent | telations and mutual dependence of t.e federal and 
of Maryland could with safety take charge of him. | Stele governments, will warrant at all mes the ex- 
immediately afier the case was supposed to be thus | pression by the latter of the opinions entertained by 
leruitiated, a writ of habeas corpus was issued by | them, favorable or adverse to the policy and mea. 
some olber trivunal than that beiure which the case | sures cf the former, particularly upov a subject in- 
bad been tried, aud the criminal was rescued by the | volving the mighly Consequences which Bow mMaui- 
populace, and pluced beyoud the reach of the officer | lestly beiong to this. The brilisant victories actiev- 
ui this staie. Yuu have, therefore, in the two firsi {ed by the American armies, unsurpassed in the an- 
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«ls, (he right to have that territory admitied as 











cases the decision of the executive of Pennsylvama, | nels of history, bave resulted in the conquest of a 
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large portion of the territory of México; and the po. 
licy of the federal executive now fully developed, t« 
annex that territory or a portion thereof to the Uni 

ted States, will present a question more difficult of 
decision, and more pregnant with important results 
to the country, than any which has occurred since 
the organization of the government. [t will, gentle 

men, be your province to examine this subject, ané 
if you can come with any degree of unanimity toa 
conclusion as to the policy which will most certainly 
advance the pub'ic prosperity without endangerinz 
the perpetuity of the Union; it will be your duty to 
declare that conclusion, as the opinion of Maryland 
upon this difficuit and important subject. In looking 
to this war apart from the national glory won by 
the armies of the republic, the talent which it has 
developed, will arrest universal attention. The 
name of Gen. Scott had been inscribed in the writ 

ten history of his country, and bis recent vietories 
will oceupy a distinguished place in its future anvals. 
The name of Gen Taylor, but for this war, would 
have been unknown to many of his countrymen; i' 
now commands the respect and admiration of other 
nations, and fills the hearts of the American pep! 
with a devotion unexampled since the days of Wash- 
ington : any 

His intimate acquaintance with the existing rela- 
tions of this country with Mexico, and the purity of 
purpose and sterling good sense manifested by all 
that he has said or done, will [ am persuaded fully 
justify the wisdom of the determination plainly evine- 
ed by his fellow citizens, to confer on him the high 
est office in the gift of the republic. 

] do not indulge a hope that the peace of the coun- 
try will be restored, until these indications of the 
times have been realized; and the executive func. 
tions of the federal government have passed into 
other hands. 

In looking to the three great interests of the state, 
it is gratifying to observe that no one of them has 
been more rapidly developed tn the past few years, 
then her great agricultural interest. Agriculture 
bas now become a science, to which that great class 
of your constituents engaged in ils pursuit, are de- 
voting themseives, with a Zeal and perseverance wor- 
thy of its pre-eminent lmportance, 

‘The central position of our stale, and the comple- 





tion of those great arteries of trade—the works of 


internal improvement to which | have referred— 
must speeuily raise her to her legitimate position i 
the scale of commercial importance; and the pros- 
perity of the third great interest (the mechanical) 
will be secured by that of the two others upon which 


it depends. 


jn a few cays, gentlemen, the official relations 


which exist between us will cease; and if | may be 
permitted in the retirement to which I go, tw in- 
dulze the hope that I have contributed in any degree, 
to the prosperity which manifestly awat's all the 
great snterests of the state, I shall not regret the per 
sonal sacrifices incident to the abandonment of my 
professional pursuits, for the discharge of those offi 

cial duties. | wish 1 could command language ade 
quate to express my gratitude to the people of the 
siaie and their representatives in the Jegislature, for 
the uniform support given to all the measures which 
I have recommended. Be assured gentlemen, that [ 
shall cherish through life the most profound grati- 
tude, and the sincerest wishes for the Lappivess aud 


sperity of your constituents and yourselves. 
0 na THOMAS G. PRATT. 
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FOREIGN. 


The British steamer Hibernia left Liverpool on 
the 4th and reached Boston on the 25th Dec. 

The American steamer Washington, which left 
New York on the 18th Nov. reached Southampton 

» 3d Dec. 
S May oh and the packet ships Garrick and Mon- 
tezuina on the 24th Nov. The Fidelia and the John 
R. Skiddy each arrived out in fifteen days. 

The British parliament, for some days, had been 
engages with the subject of trade, and the financial 
condition of the country. [tis expected that mea- 
sures of a salutary character would be introduced. 

The state of Ireland is truly trightful. The land 
reeks with assassinations from one end to the other. 
Government bas proposed a coercion bill of a very 

, moderate character. ; 
. in Boj aerinnd, the civil war has been virtually 
teruw inated, by the surrender of Lucerne to the troops 
of the federalists. ‘The Sunderbund ig deserted and 
thus the hupes of the Jesuits are fully prosirated. 

The affairs of Holy are in a fair way for adjust- 
ment. The pepe has opened the new council of 
state of the Vaticar., and bis speech elicited unmixed 
approbation, 


The Royal bank of Liverpool, 





EEE 








the stoppage of 








which caused so much excitement at the time, has 
cesumed business under favorable circumstances. 

The Asiatic cholera is stated to have advanced to 
he Prussian frontier. 

The Presse of Paris, states that the United States 
rovernment has purchased the islands of Lyra, from 
Greece, and will at once pay off the mortgage due. 
[This is Greek to ns — Herald. | 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

Parliament assembled on the 18th November Mr. 
Saw Lefevre was re-elected speaker and during | 
the rest of the week the members were sworn in.— 
On Tuesday the 23d the following was delivered by 
commission as — ! 

THE QUEEN'S SPEECH. 
‘My lords and gentlemen— 

‘Her majesty has ordered us to de«lare to you the 
causes which have induced her to cali parlia:nent to- 
gether at the present time. 

‘‘Her majesty has seen with great ccncern the dis- 
tress which has for some time prevailed among the 
commercial classes. The embarrassinents of trade 
were at one period aggravated by so veneral a feel- 
ing of distrust and of alarm, that her majesty, for the 
purpose of restoring confidence, authurised her min- 
isters to recommend to the directors of the Bunk of 
E gland a course of proceedings suited to such an 
emergency. ‘The cou:se wight have led to an in- 
fringmnent of the law. 

‘Her majesty her great satisfaction in being able 
to infor-u vou that the Jaw has not been infringed — 
ihat the alarm has subsided, and that the pressure on 


‘Her majesty has deeply sympathise, we 
sufferings which afflict the la*orinz classes the 
manufacturing districts in Great Britain, an in the 
ny parts of Ireland; and has observed with ad ma. 
tion the patience with which these suffering, >. 
been generally borne. a 

“The distress which has lately prevailed , 
the commercial classes has affected many impor, 
branches of the revenue; but her majesty trusts es 
the time is not distant when, under the blexsj,, a 
Divine Providence, the commerce and induete 
the United Kingdom will have resumed their wane 
activity.” 

In the House of Lords after the address had by 
moved, Lord Stanley rose, and at some length pon 
mented upon the present state of the country eg 
knowledging the existence of symptoms of retiring, 
confidence in the wfonetary world, and intimytig, 
his opinion that the measure of relaxation, promyl. 
gated about the end of October, would have mote 
beneficial influence had it been earlier adopted, anq 
been at the same time of a more liberal descriptig, 
The noble lord then dwelt, at some length, op the 
mischievous consequence of 3ir Robert P's. bill, ‘Tix 
country was now desirous to know what the gover, 
ment proposed to do with that bill. He then tauntey 
the free trade party with tie utter failure of predig, 
tions which the present state of the country affordey, 
Aiter commenting on other parts of the speeen, anj 
ridiculing the insertion of the paragraph relating to 
the state of Ecuador in Her Majesty’s speech, whily 
all mention of the W. Indies was omitted, he went o 





the banking and commercial! interests has been mi- 
ligated. 

“The abundant harvest with which this country | 
has been blessed has alleviated the evils which ul-' 
“ways accompany a want of employment in the ma- 
nufacturing districts. 


‘‘Her majesty has, however, to lament the recur- 
rence of severe distress in some parts of Ireland, ow- 
ing to the scarcity of the usual food of the people. 

‘Her majesty trusts that this distress will be ma-| 
terially relieved exertiuns by the which have been | 
made to carry into effect the law of the last session | 
of parliament for the support of the destitute poor. | 





placed at their disposal, by the liberality of parlia- | 
ment, for the improvement of land. 
“Her majesty laments that in some counties of | 


leading to an organized resistance to legal rights. 


energy the means which the law places at his dispo- 
81 to detect offenders, and to prevent the repetition 
of offences. Her majesty feels it, however, to be 
her duty to her peaceable and well disposed subjects 
to ask the assistance of parliament ia taking further 
precautions against the perpetration of crime in cer- 
iain counties and districts of Ireland. 

“Her twajesty views with the deepest anxiety and 
interest the pre-ent condition of lreland, and she re- 
commends tu the cousideration of parliament mea- 
sures which, with due regard to the rights of pro 
perly, may advance the social condition of the peo- 
ple, and tend to ihe permanent improvement of that 
part of the United Kingdom. 

“Her majesty tas seen with great concern the 
breaking vut of civil war in Switzerland. 

‘Her majesty is in communication with ber allies 





Tie Caledonia reached Liverpvol | 


| ing tLe health of the metropolis; and her majesty rv- 


on this subject, and has expressed her readiness to 
use, in Concert with them, ber friendly influence for 
the purpose of restoring to the Swiss coplederation 
the ble-sings of peace. 

‘Her majesty looks with confidence to the main- 
tenance of the general peace of Eurupe. 

“Her majesty has concluded with the republic of 
the Equator a treaty for the suppression of the slave 
trade. Her majesty has given directions that this 
treuly should be laid belure you. 

“Gentlemen of the house of commons: 

“Her majesty has given directions that the esti- 
mates for the Dext year should be piepared for the 
purpose of bemg laid before you. ‘Ihey will be 
framed with a careful regard to the exigencies of 


a 





| starvation? 


to say, before leaving this matler, he begged to wan 
the g vernment to take care that while they wer 
suppressing the slave trade with the right hand, they 
were not encouraging it with the leit. He did no 
hesitate to say that their past exertions had given , 
stimulus to the slave trade—had increased the pup 
ishment, the labour and exertions of the slave, 4 
well as raised wis price; and if he (Lord Stanley) 
had to chovse between the two allernatives—the 


restoration of the slave trade or the withdrawal of 


our squadron, witb its heavy expense and loss of life 


on the coast cf Alrica, and with its aggravations of 
the evil which it vainly endeavors to put down, be 
Her majesty has learned wath satisfaction that land- | Believed that he would choose the former, as the 
ed proprietors have tuken advantage of the means| “ere Innocent and less ruinuus of the two (Hear, 


hear.) 


The Marquis of Lansdowne, in replying to the 
remarks of Lord Stanley, said, the noble Lord had 


Jreiand atrocious crimes have been committed, and! endeavored to draw the unwarrantable inference 
a spirit of insubordination has inanifested itself, | that the aiteration of the corn law was a man cause 
| of the distress; but no supporter even of the late com 
“The lord lieutenant has employed with vigor and | law ever pretended to hide the inevituble consequent 
of an extraordinary demand for corn in deranging 


ite recources of the country. Did Lord Staniey 
mean to say thal, rather than have that supply, rather 
than pay gold to foreigners, he would have preferred 
Of course not; and therefore his whole 
argumeut ‘eli to tue grouad. Lord Stanley hid spo 
ken with some levity and ridicule of the treaty with 
the Ecuador; but if it ve granied that the slave trade 
ought to be put down, there cau be no objectiil 
to accepting the alliance and aid of avy toreigt 
power, small as well as great. The Marquis conclu 
ded by expressing a hope that the anticipation will 
which her majesty’s speech concluded would +000 
be realized; and that, severe though the distress liad 
been which had long prevailed amongst all class, 
the day was not distant when the skill and indust) 
of the country would resume their customary energy, 
and those great commercial resuurces would agai! 
be in full play which bad cuntrivuted so much to lle 
glory, greatucss and prosperity of Kagiand. 

Lurd Ashourton expressed a hope that meati 
wo Id be used to take the opinion of parlia wen! 
the subject of the bank charter act. And he hinled 
at the necessity of considering the repeal of the usuty 
laws; fur af interest went to rule so high as 8 per cl 
it must destroy the ecommerce of the country. He 
did nut agree with those who said that the repeal 0! 
the corn laws had contributed to tue distress whith 
bad been felt throughout the year; because the cor 
trade would have Deen pretty much in the same stalé 
as it had veen during the last twelve months, even 





| the public service. 
“My lords ano gentlemen: 


| parhament the laws which regulate the navigation 
of the United Kingdom, with a view ta ascertain 
whether any changes can be adupted which, without 
dauger to our maritime strength, way promote the 
commercial and colonial interests of the empire. 
“Her majesty has thought proper to appoint a 
commission to report on the best means of improv- 


commends to your earnest attention such measures 
as will be laid vefore you relating to the public 








bealth. 


the repeal of the corn law had not taken pisce— 


| The purchases of cora which had been rendered 
| necessary tad cast the balance of trade against thi 
“Her majesty recommends to the consideration of | country, bul not to any very great or serious extent, 


because the entire amount of builion sent to Americ 
for curn had not exceeded four or five millions. Suc 
au abstraction frou the coffers of the bank, ata me 
when the bank held fitteen or sixteen millions ° 
bullion, could produce no distress whatever. 
In the house of commons, on the 30th ult., 
The Chauceilor of the Exchequer rose to 
for the appoimtment of a select committee to 104 
to the causes of the recent commercial dite 
sod how far it has been affected by the laws fur 8 
vlating the issue of van notes payable on demand 


more 
ire 
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Seking in all $33,000 OUU paid lor corn during the last 
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: ntered into an elaborate statement. 
oy dane Se riftoipabaners which had ind'iced 
spleveroment to issue the letier of the 25th Oet., 
wah, causes which, in the- opinion of the govern- 
“ had chiefly contributed to the recent distress. 
ent varm and panic. which recently prevailed were 
oo no bank act could have prevented the re- 
- ion which ensued. It was, therefore, no con- 
we tion of the act of 1844 that it had not prevented 
seo he government had interfered because it be- 
lit yed that the circulation of the country was para- 
al by the alarm and panic from which it became 
a gsary to relieve it. The right honorable gen- 
ee no then went into a lengthened account of rail. 
et transactions in 1846, the commencement of the 
set year, and of the policy of the bank during 
at period, animadverting with some severity on 
he conduct of that institution, for at one time un- 
isely jetting out its reserve, and at another sudden- 
iy curtailing its operations by raising the rate of 
interest. The first failures that took place in Aug 
jast were those houses engaged in the corn trade— 
gilures which were scarcely to be _wondered at. 
considering the extraordinary fluctuations which had 
aken place in the price of corn—and failures which, 
in his opinion, were solely attributable to the mis- 
calculations of those engaged in the corn trade. He 
onsidered it unfortunate that the bank had come to 
he decision in September to advance to the 14th of 
Netober, on exchequer bills at five per cent The 
Jow rate of interest had effected but little alteration 
in the business of the bavwk itself, but itacted prejudi- 
ally in giving an ill grounded confidence to many 
narties connected with the money market. Up tothe 
wonth of October last there was no inadequacy of 
bank note circulation, nor was there any difficulty 
jn obtaining that accommodation usually given in 
the shape of discounts by the bank. ‘The pre-sure, 
ashe had already satd, had been caused by the ab 
Sstraction from trade of available capital. To show 
the extent to which this abstraction had taken place, 
the right honorable gentieman first adveried to the 
amount which had been drained away by purchases 
of corn during the last fifteen months. The first 
cost of che corn uported from 1846 to January, 1847, 
was $5,130,000; of that imported from January to 
June of this year £14 180,000, and of that imported 
from July to October, no less than $14,240,000 ma- 


filteen months. Wath the same view the right hon- 
orable gentleman then adverted to the enormous 
railway expenditure which had taken place since 
the year 1841. ‘This was one of the chief causes of 
the present distress, it being impossible thatso large 
a proportion of the floating capital available for trade 
should be converted into fixed capital without a 
pressure being caused. As to the failures which had 
occurred, parties accounted for them in two different 
ways. One party attributed them to the stringent 
operation of the bank act, which curtailed the cir- 
culation. Another, to the undue abstraction of avail- 
able capital, and the undue expansion of credit.— 
He leit the house to judge to which of these they 
were justly to be altrivuted, reminding that he had 
already shown that the Lank note circulation was 
hot materially contracted when this took place. 

In the house of lords on the 2d instant, 

The Marquis of Lansdowne proposed that a select 
ommittee should be appointed to inquire into the 
the causes of the recent commercial distress, and as 
‘o how far ithad been effected by the law regulating 
the issue of bank notes payable on demand; ard m 
doing 80 entered at considerable length into the state 
of the country for some period back. 


Several lords addressed the house, approving of 
the appointment of the committee, after which the 
motion was agreed to nem con. 
Failures of merchants and bankers in England and other 

parts of Eurupe, since the 19th of November. 
Wilhhaw Abbot, stock exchange, London. 
Ashvurner, leather factor, Liverpoul. 
Bonafle & Co, merchants, Havre, 

Boydeli & Co, iron merchants, Liverpool. 
Rohert Buchanan, broker Glasgow. 

A. E. Byrne, Liverpool, 

ampbell, Harvey & Co, silk merchants, Glasgow. 
-n De Fossc & Noete, bankers, Brussels. 
. Wolt, De Portemont, seed crushers, Alost. 
; Rt Downie, dry salters, Glasgow. 
‘ wards & Co, wool brokers, Liverpool. 
Bnew Eykin, stock exchange, London. 

arthing, Sou & Co, merchants, Huil. 
Reston Watson & Co, silk merchants, Glasgow. 
Hubert F orrester, Warehouseman, Glasgow. 

, omas Gales, ship builder, Sunderland. 

rosjean Nephews, bankers, Brussels. 
Hl » Hawkins, stock exchange, Lundon. 

enkine & Briart, bankers, Mons. 

Obert ureay, aikali manulactures, Newcastle. 
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Norrison Levett, merchant, Hull. 
Lackerston & Co, East India merchants, London. 
Salvador Pacifico, merchant, Trieste. . 
W..Pembeston & Co, Canadian merchants, London. 
A. Rankin, West India merchants, Loudon. 

Ricarby & Harding, Liverpool. 

Riewit & Sougevelt, merchants, Rotterdam. 
Sargant, Gordon & Co, Colonial brokers, London. 
Secretan & Capper, stock exchange, London. 
Tarcelin Sigart, ba: ker, Mons. 

Tanner & Ward, leather factors, London. 

C. Trueman & Co. Mediterranean trade, London. 

H. Turner, stock ex hange, London. 

Union Bank, Madril. 

J. Van Zeller & Co, merehants, Hamburgh. 

Mark Walker, flax spinner, Leeds. 

Henry Whitmore, stock exchange, London. 

Join Walliams, stock exchange, London. 

Charles Young, stock exchange, London. 

Bank of Engand.—The following letter was trans 
mitted to the oank on Monday, the 224 ult., and was 


immediately published, with the reply of the bank 
authorities. 


“Downing street, Nov. 23, 1847 
“GENTLEMEN—Her majesty’s government lave 
watched with the deepest interest the gradual revi- 
val of confidence in the commercial classes of the 
country. 

“They have the satisfaction of believing that the 
course adopted by the bank of England, on their re 
commendation, has contributed to produce this re- 
sult, whilst it has led no infringement of the law. 
“it appears, from the acoount which you hare 
transmitted to us, that the reserve of the bank of 
Euzland has been for some time steadily increasing, 
and now amounts to $5 000,000. This increase has, 
in a great measure, arisen trow the return of notes 
and coin from the country. 

‘The bullion exceeds £10 000,000 ani the state of 
the exchanges promises a turther intlux of the pre- 
cious metals. 

“The knowledge of these facts by the public, is 
calculated to inspire still further contitence. 

“Io these circumstances, it appears to her majes- 
ty’s government, tual the purpose which they had in 
view in the letter which we addressed tu you on the 
25:h October, hus been fully ans» ered, and that itis 
unnecessary to continue that letier any longer iu | 
furce. We have the houor to be, &c. 

(Singned. ) “J Russevy. 

“CuHaies Woop. 

‘‘Governor and deputy governor of the vauk 
of England.” 

‘* Bank of England, Nov. 23, 1827. 

‘“GENTLEMEN— We have the honor to a: kunowletze 
the receipt of your letter of this day’s isie, in which | 
you communicate to us that, 1m Consequence of the | 
gradual revival of confidence in the co\nmercial clas- | 
ses of the country, it appears to her majesty’s gov | 
ernment that the ebject they had in wew in the | 
letter they addressed to us on the 25th O. tober has | 
been fully answered, and that it is unnecessary to | 
centinue that letter any longer in force. We have | 
the honor to be, &e. 

(Signed. ) “James Morris. governor, 

“H. J. Prescorr, dap. governor | 

London Money Market, December 3.—Vhe percepti- | 
ble improvement wiich had taken place in the as— 
pect of business generally, at the departure of the | 
last sieamer, continued steadily to advance, until the | 
close of the last week, when, in Consequence of the | 
announcement of.a ditional failures, many of them | 
of startling maguitude, a state of gloomy apprehen- | 
sion was produced upon the public mind. This | 
feeling, however, operated upon by a variety of cu- | 
rative causes—the importation of large amounts of | 
specie, the absence of further failures this week, and | 
the reduction of the rate of discvunt by the bank of | 
England, to six per cent., as well as the increasing 
liverality by the banking establishments of the coun- | 
try at large—is now considerably abated, and busi- 
ness assume. a firmer and healthier tone. Distress, 
in the meantime, 18 far from being allayed. ‘I'he 
momentary restrictions upon trade have undergone 
no very material relaxation, and the merchants and 
manulacturersare stil alike unemancipated; but a 
reaction for good has takeu place, and the results, 
| though they may be slow, will be sure of realization. 
In the manuf.cturing districts a revival of operations 
has taken place, favored in a great measure by the 
jate reduction in the value of cotton. The present 
prosperous condition of the bank of England, which 
holds upwards of teu millions of bullion, and the dis- 
position it evinces further to depart from the strin- 
gent obligation of the bank charter of 1844, by ex- 
panding, in the spirit of accommodation, has led to 
a manilest resuscitauion of conndence, which vothing 
save unloreseen and iwiprobavle mischief, can de- 
struy. ‘the siate of the luuds, sisce our last advi es, 


























eal, Barnet, Scotson & Co, warethousemen, London 





ith -r. 
ces, tut all other kinds were much negiec ef. 


| Hence the necessity of remiiting gold. 


aed 


tendency. ‘Yesterday the quotations for money 
closed at 85 1-8, and for time at 1-2, Exchequer 
bills had risen to 57 prem., and bank stock to 183 
1-2. 


THE CORN TRADE OF EUROPE. 
London.—Since the sailing of the Britannia, the 


market for most deseriptions of grain produce, his 
heen inactive, and prices rather -ecedeil. 

19th terms for wheat were rather lower. 
corn and Indian meal were taken, in retail, at fully 
former rates. 
were generally unwilling to give sav in the same 
proportion as did those of English; id ed, really fine 
qualities were very little, if anything cheaper than 
on the 15th, and the decline on the common gorts 
did not exceed Is per quarier. 
minufactured flour remained nominally unchanged, 
A nerican, unless very fine, 
pe. The market on the 24th re nained steady; the 
demand for all articles was limited, but no change 
took place in prices. 
had but a slow sale on the 27'h, and barely comman- 
ded the prices of the 22d. 
20:h ult., the operations in foreign wheat were, if 
posible, on a still more restricted scale than of late; 
and in the absence of business of imp >rtance, quo- 
tations re:nained nominally unaltered. 
flour underwent no change requiring notice. 


On the 
In ‘ian 


On the 221, holders of foreign wheat 


Qiotations of town 


was ls p*r harrel chea- 


Whe «t, flour, and Indian ¢ ora 


Alt the market held on 


The value of 
On the 
].t inst., the stands were very scantily sipplied with 
wheat of home produce, the general gq ality of which 
wis inferior, ari<ing from the prevailing damp wea- 
The few fine parcels on offer sold at full pri- 
Fine 
foreizn wheats, though the demand for theo was 
by no meansactive, were quite as dear, Ia other 
kinds so little was doing that the rates were almost 
newinil. in all other kinds of grain, a8 wellas flour, 
scarcely any business was dove. Ai the market held 
here on the 31 inst., wheat was in sluggish demand 
at varely the rates current on the 29th ult. There 
was a fair demand for ludian cora meal, and flour, 
which ovtained full prices. 
[Wilmer’s Times Dec. 4. 


PRICES OF BREADSTUFFS IN LIVEKPUOL. 
November 18. Decenber 4. 


American wheat, 7: 44d a 83 9J 6.5 0a8: 4 
American flour, 238 0 a2 300 298 0 4 29,0 
indian meal, 15.6 a 166 $15. O0a 158 6 
liudian corn, 3530 a 390 32; U0 a 3650 


Cotton.— Alabama and Tennessee, ordinary to 
middling, 38-a 41 4d per Ib., fair to ordinary fair 
5 1 od; New Orleans, ordinary to middling 3 1-4 a 
4d; fair to good fair 43845 1-4 good to fie 74. 

THE SPECULATIVE MOVEMENT OF THE ENGLIS4& 

GOVERNMENT. 
Fram the Liverpoot Muil, December 4. 

The opening vl partiament, as far as coucerns the 
credit of the government and the interests of the 
people, bas nut oe n propitious. Her wajesty’s 
winisters treat the victims of a fatal policy, long 
pursued under specious disguises, false returas, and 
fallacious arguments, with cali indiflerence, if not 
with scornful and unjust rebuke. 

What they think, and others think, of the ministers 
themselves, as the principal wulhors of the calamity, 
we shall not here allempt to conjecture. It is clear, 
however, that their willingness to mquire into the 
effects of Peel’s bill of 1844, affords evidence that 
they suspect wha\ they deny, and are conscious of 
anerror, which the cant embodied in Sir Charles 
Wood's consisiency, makes them unwilling to con- 
tess. 

At present they are taking the shelter behind an 
imagivary screen. They are luxuriating ina new 
golden shower. ‘They tell us that the gold is coming 
back to the bank of England. And so it has been for 
the last fortnight, aod will probably continue todo so 
for some weeks tu come. But whence ts it coming 
from, and under whal circumstances? From parties 
in Germany, Prussia, Russia and America, in order 


to meet the bills which they drew upon the corn they 


exported to England, and which bills were dishonor- 
ed in this country. The corn held in Engiand on 
these foreign accounts is nul now worth ten shillings 
in the pound of the amount originally drawn for.— 
The com- 
mercial credit of this country is now so low thata 
bill, on even the best of the surviving houses, 1s at 
preseut literally of no value. The gold comes here 
as an unavoidable substitute. 

IPYALY. 

The movement in Italy nas spread to the island of 
Sardinia. A letter from Cagliari, of the 24th ult. 
says: 

“The Sardinian population bas been some days in 
great agitation, making demonstration in favur of 
the Italian alliance. 

Tie last letters from Leghorn state that order has 
been re-esiadliched. “Tie armiug vi iuscany was 





bas veen twierabiy steady, with a direct upward 


being pusbed lorward with great Zeal. 
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Boors AND SHOES, AND LEAT 
of December 3d, of the N York Commercial, writes | boot end shoe business is undoubtedly era" 
Post Orrice DerartMent.—Thie annual report ance following piatement of Englise raifway ex” | manufacturing business in the United States, : 

{ of the post master general contains many gratifying Sea during the pastseven years, has been fur-| ing commodities to the amount as estimated | . i 
facts. showing the entire success of the cheap post- — 194! 1.470 000 Rochester American, of fifty millions of doll os SixtH SER 
age sysiem, and demonstrating the fact that the de- 1842 2 920 000 nually, and employing over 100,000 perso ars ane RET: 

4 partment will bear a stil further reduction of post 1843 4.435.000 and female. oS—male 
age. The report shows that the receipts of the pre- 1844 6 100.000 In Massachusetts, by the statistical re; gute 
sent have been $3,045 893 : 1846, th Urns for PRIN’ 
Excess over last year or 13 15-100 ; 1845 17.600,000 p eee were anaes Se Set year 
t yea nm _ 458 693 1847 —Girst hall 35 700.000 7128 412 pairs boots ei RE 
§ Expendit =2 —lirst half year, : 700, , 128,412 pairs shoes 
4 Se nc last year yar Under the acts already obtained £78,000,000 are | Total value of boots and shoes made $14,799 14 attest 
a Postage received on letters 3 254.512 wi _ spent in 1848, and £47,000,000 in 1849. Ican} Amount of leather made in the state in = The stea 
ith Excess over last year on leiters 553.479 pea ly pocetep ond ee sane son: Wik ‘wi your? 1846 3,836,657 fg Sth bringin 
ee Number of post routes 153,318 | yp we re ee et snags 4 ei a9Y | Value of shoe pegs made in 1843 18,206 reviously 
ie Annual transportation miles 38,887,899 ante Pre ete plore fe of these Hgures, | «of Jasts made 1843 30) | that the Fr 
He Increase ol routes last year ” 9,879 fo sadnigvstotiis. Movang Sirege Sporty Srunge, However, “of India rubber shoes 3] V5 much anxie 
ait AiMsinna\ Cont 942 943 | 8 VY Own reputation, i may be allowed to repeat 2,090 HM ion having 
aa No. of postmasters changed 3,450 3 assertion that before a year is over, you will hear Total —— BB jst Decemb 
Atti No. of postmasters 15 146| °F astounding exposures in connexion » ith many of $19,048 239 
; 4 Deling:ent postmasters 154 the existing companies, even including what are No machinery is used, except for lasts and pegs, BREADSTI 
: Kevenves for two years $7,360,000 called the leading lines, which as examples of fraud Many of the western dealers found the market 60 
ay af Losses in two years "99'048 folly and recklessness will occupy a place in the | limited this fall, that they were unable to get theip American 
|e u Postage on Ieticrs passing through the ' history of speculation such as at present is scarcely | usual supply. The price has advanced from tep to Jndian meal 
LA iF country 52,173,480 anticipated by any one. fifteen per cent. Indian corn 
Rha Rd: Free letter Mm " 5.000.000} ap The Canada tariff of 1846 placed a duty on the ‘iret er 
moa bil. New spapers in the mails 55 Wuu.yuu | - RADE.—WNew Orleans and Hudson.—The follow-| American articles at so high a rate, that it amounts oT uP 1. 
a Pamphlets 2 VUO UUO ing table shows the value of property arriving at the 15 orehitbition. Tha Yankees, however Us by 
? : Ceud intern ) Hud-on from the canals, and at New Orleans from P : ; ’ » Were notte BiB tion of whe 
: 1,800,000 | the Mississippi, for a series of years. The New be outdone by its operation. Messrs. Brown & Childs last quota tic 
isem@ait Saree Orleans year ends September 1, and the canal year of Montreal, have opened an extensive manufactory general imp 
i iF GEN. 8COTT AND THE MEXICAN ARCHBISHOP. at the close of November. there, and employ some 400 workmen from Mass, p20 be obser 
TA bo. The correspondence between Ven. Scott and the 1844. 1845. chusetts. They are now supplying the dealers in the and althoug 
f: archbishop of Mexico, on the subject of the release Hudson $34 183,167 $45,252 321 Upper and Lower Provinces [M. ¥. Express, days been mr 
¢ F of the Meaicai piisoners, is very inieresting The New Orleans 60,094 716 97 199,122 sedi na’ pe Inquiry 
i Jatter asks the favor jor their liberation on the ground Total, --— Kentecny.—The total valuation of property jn advance of 
4a, that their famslies are suffering in consequence ot $94,277,883 $102,451,443 | Kentucky in 1847 is $254,716,133; in 1846 it was Prorecti 
Ne their confinement. He says the affection and res- 1346 1347. $242.388,967—showing an increase of $12 327,216, BiBare to be ag 
Heid i pect which General Scull has always shown to the | Hudson $51,105 258 $73,092,414 The total revenue this year is $399 453, being $16,170 lst of Mare 
Ee q Fiii holy church, of which he is the head in this eity, New Orleans 77,193,264 90 033,256 more than last year. _—_ f 
if a emboidens him to make this request, and tmstances iv ie Ft do 
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